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nce again we are in the advent and Christmas season.
Notwithstanding the wet weather, we remember the
comforting words of the Bible in Galatians 4:4 “But

when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of
a woman, born under the law.”

The Sovereign God of history and time kept His promise of
sending the Chosen One or Messiah at the exact right time.
God’s mercy is sovereign —it will triumph. Likewise, He will
not forever tolerate a world in which mercy is not the vital
and ultimate rule of life.

In the most unexpected way and unsuspected timing to an
incredulous human world — the hidden plan of God became
visibly fulfilled. It was so unexpected that there was no room
for the birth of the Son of God!

I am much comforted and assured to be a witness at Christ-
mas to this perennial truth - that God is at work in arranging
the fulfilment of His plans and purposes in spite of, through
and against the efforts of human beings. Without sounding
fatalistic, we can be assured that God’s purposes are unstop-
pable — as demonstrated by the first Christmas, when He ac-
complished the plan of salvation for human kind — in the
most unexpected of moment and method. In the words of the
Lord Jesus - “My Father is always at his work to this very
day, and I, too, am working.” [John 5:17]

God’s timeliness of action in history was at a time when
things looked hopeless as powerful men and a dominating
hostile society were having the upper hand in persecuting the
Messiah. It looked so hopeless that Peter [John 18:10] had to
take matters into his own hands in defending the Saviour —
he drew his sword to cut off the ear of the servant of the High
Priest at the Garden of Gethsemane!

But the anointed Son of God, Maker of heaven and earth,
was unstoppable in fulfilling His journey “from conflict to
communion” — facing off with the unrelenting human and
demonic evil forces, and sovereignly accomplished restora-
tion of communion for a fallen world that had been in con-
flict with its Creator.

From Conflict to Communion is the intentional theme of
the joint celebration this year by the Lutherans and Roman
Catholics worldwide. It marks the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation that began when a devout priest and sincere
Christian was at conflict with his church. Martin Luther on 31
October 1507 nailed his 95 theses on the door of the Castle

Church in Wittenberg, Germany.

That began the Protestant Reformation movement that broke
away from the Roman Catholic Church. Much blood was
spilled, insults traded, mutually inflicted suffering etc. fol-
lowed in a chapter which the Church is not proud of.

From Conflict to Communion is a document jointly released
by the Lutheran World Federation and the Pontifical Council
for Promoting Christian Unity that warms our heart. It is a
historic Lutheran-Catholic common commemoration of the
Reformation in 2017 — a first during the ecumenical age that
is an occasion that seeks to deepen reconciliation, restoration
and communion globally between Lutherans and Catholics.

May we too, as we celebrate Christmas, be intentional in
asking for the grace of making our own personal unstoppa-
ble journey from conflict to communion - bearing fruits of
reconciliation, restoration and goodwill, no matter how old
these conflicts may be. These conflicts may be “clashes and
fights” with God, with ourselves, with family members, with
other believers in the congregation, in the work place or with
other citizens and residents of this land. Let us seek and work
towards the fruits of peace - reconciliation and restored com-
munion, in as much as it depends on us. Paul calls us to make
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of
peace [Ephesians 4:3] within the church and on earth peace,
good will toward men [Lk 2:14].

May the blessings of the Prince of Peace be with you and your
loved ones as we enter the Advent and Christmas season,
remembering what a wondrously loving, omnipotent and
self-sacrificing Saviour we have - Who made that unstoppa-
ble journey from conflict to communion for each of us.

As we remember and celebrate Advent and Christmas, may
we “lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him, as you
bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge
of God” [Col 1:10].

rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor,

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His govern-
went and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and
justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity.

Isaiah 9:6-7

For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will

“A Blessed Christmas and Joyous New Year”

Bishop Ong Hwai Teik
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Current Affairs

CHRISTIAN FEDERATION OF MALAYSIA
PERSEKUTUAN KRISTIAN MALAYSIA
(PPM-003-10-14011986)

Address : 26 Jalan Universiti, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia

Telephone / Fax : + 603 7957 1457
Email: cfmsia@yahoo.co.uk

6th December 2017

A CALL TO THE CHURCHES IN MALAYSIA
PRAY FOR PASTOR RAYMOND KOH

The Christian Federation of Malaysia strongly urges the churches in Malaysia to
pray for Pastor Raymond Koh and his family this Sunday 10th December 2017
as we approach the 300th day of his abduction in broad daylight in Kelana Jaya.

Let us come together to remember him in prayer and to pray for his wife
Susanna Liew and their children Jonathan, Esther and Elizabeth Koh who have
been in great anguish since the morning he was forcibly taken on 13 February
this year by as yet unidentified persons and for unknown reasons.

Let us call on God to grant His presence, peace and persevering strength to
Susanna and their children so that they may be able to pass through this time of
uncertainty over his whereabouts. May God’s people continue to be close to
them and to be their ever-present community of support in their journey through
such dark times.

The CFM calls on the churches to pray for him and his family specifically on
Sunday the 10th of December and when possible throughout the week in church,
in small groups and in personal prayer so that we stand in solidarity with them.
At the same time do continue to pray for all others who are missing.

Let all the churches in Malaysia also pray for the success of our police force and
law enforcement authorities in locating Pastor Raymond Koh so that the family
may be re-united again.

Signed,

JJJ%

Archbishop Julian Leow Beng Kim
Chairman and the Executive Committee,
The Christian Federation of Malaysia.
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m News from TAC

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights,
who does not change like shifting shadows.”

y the hands of the sovereign Lord, the Ray of Hope
establishment celebrated the dedication service of

the “Beatrice Benjamin Girls’ Home” on the 29th
of October 2017. The first and the oldest premise of Ray of
Hope was upgraded with the help and support of Mrs Bea-
trice Benjamin Richards from Singapore. The former “Ray
of Hope Girls’ Home” which was inaugurated in 2009 was a
rented property and being this, it was a financial onus to the
establishment. However, through the prayer of the children
and the grace of the Almighty in 2016, Mrs. Beatrice Ben-
jamin was introduced to us by our Bishop. She wanted to
purchase a property to house needy Indian girls. Hence she
willingly purchased this house at the selling price and borne
every payment for the renovation as well. Today the house is
equipped with an additional room, bathroom and a balcony.
The girls living here are happier with the extra space they
have for themselves.

It was also Mrs Beatrice who commended the idea of a dedi-
cation Service. The event that begun at S5pm was sublime with
the presence of our Bishop Rev. Dr. Ong Hwai Teik and the
President of the Tamil Annual Conference (TAC), Rev Den-
nis Raj. This entire event was funded by Mrs Beatrice too. It

James 1:17

was a blessed event with an inspirational message from the
Bishop and the presence of our donors and supporters made
the ambience merrier.

Despite being weak as a result of ill health, Mrs Beatrice
is looking forward to paying a visit to the “Beatrice Ben-
jamin Girls’ Home” and spend some quality time with the
girls here. We pray that Christ would give her the strength to
accomplish this desire and He would vouchsafe her with a
long and blessed life.

The Ray of Hope committee would also like to convey their
utmost gratitude to all those who gave their support and at-
tended the event on that day. Truly, none of this would have
been possible without the favour of God, support of our pa-
trons and the special assistance of Mrs Beatrice Benjamin.

“And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal
glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while,
will himself restore you and make you strong,
firm and steadfast.”

1 Peter 5:10
“Come, let’s make a difference”
-Ray of Hope
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m News from TAC

& BOARD ON ARCHIVES & HISTORY
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Annual Conference Board on Archive and History

(BOAH) with the help of Board of Laity organized
the first TAC History Forum 2017 at Emmanuel Christian
Assembly, Taiping with the theme, ‘Looking back to look
forward’. A total of 210 people from the Northern and Perak
Districts, including the speakers, attended the forum. TMC
Sg. Petani sent 40 participants and that was the largest num-
ber sent by a local church. A short quiz was made available
to gauge how much the participants know about our history.

Today in History, Saturday 8th April 2017, the Tamil

Mr. Steven Sekhar thanked God for the role of the BOAH.
He shared that the History Forum is a platform for us to re-
view, understand and move forward in the mission and pur-
pose God has for TAC in Malaysia.

The 2" session of the TAC History Forum 2017 for the re-
maining Central, Selangor, Southern and Eastern Districts
was held on Saturday, 20th May at Wesley Kuala Lumpur
with exactly the same theme and speakers.

The keynote address, entitled ‘Looking Back to Look For-
ward’ was presented by Rev. Victor Vethamani. He empha-
sized that only when we look back in history, will we begin
to understand our present situation better and get a clearer
direction for the future.

Rev. Dennis Raj gave the closing address on ‘“Where do we
go from here?’ He stressed that where we are now and what
we have are because of the past and what we have learnt.
What we do now will determine our future. The FUTURE
is NOW! We must work hard and invest in our youngsters
too. Our future is in God’s hands. We must patch up all our
shortcomings and weaknesses. Rev. Dennis Raj invited us
in making a commitment to do what the Lord says and to go
where he points. In the closing remarks, the BOAH Chair-
man, Mr. Steven Sekhar thanked all the speakers.

SUD auELIHAT BTG
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Ting (centre) and Yong (fourth left) and others during a cheque presentation ceremony to SMK Methodist
by its alumni association.

SIBU: SMK Methodist School Board
of Management chairman John Ting
praised the school’s commitment to be
one of the top schools in the country.

Education is about the upgrading of life to make the world a
better place. Therefore, in the awards ceremony today, it is
about giving recognition to students in all scopes.

Praising the collective efforts of the
staff, parents, students and former stu-
dents, he said education was not only

John Ting, SMK Methodist School Board of Management chairman

about academic performances, but also
about moulding the young generation
and preparing them for future chalenges.

“Education is about the upgrading of
life to make the world a better place.
Therefore, in the awards ceremony to-
day, it is about giving recognition to
students in all scopes.”

“Life is about learning. Students who
have not received awards today will do
so if they continue striving,” said Ting
during SMK Methodist’s award pre-
sentation ceremony held recently.

SMK Methodist principal Yong Choo
Tiong, in his speech, said the school
had produced the highest number of

students with straight A’s in last year’s
Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM) exami-
nation.

Article is sourced from Borneo Post
dated November 3, 2017
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(From left) Law, Dr Wong, Fatimah, Sim and Rev Poh jointly cut the ribbon to
launch BB Love Box Community Project 2017.

KUCHING: Donating to charity is an op-
portunity to make a difference and achieve
genuine happiness.

Dato Sri Fatimah Abdullah, Welfare, Com-
munity, Well Being, Women, Family and
Childhood Development Minister, pointed
out that giving is one of the best invest-
ments as the reward is priceless.

“We all know how great it feels to receive
gifts. Truly giving from the heart fills our
lives with joy and nourishes our soul. Gi-
ving provides an intrinsic reward that is
far more valuable than the gift,” she said.

“True joy lies in the act of giving without
any expectation of receiving something in
return. True giving comes from the heart,
with no expectation of reciprocation. Our
lives are richer when we share, and that
great inner joy comes from helping others,”
she added.

Fatimah highlighted this during the launch
of the 2017 BB Love Box Community
Project by the Second Kuching Company
Boys Brigade at VivaCity Megamall here
yesterday.

The project hopes to collect and distribute
5,500 to 6,000 Christmas gifts to the less

By Karen Bong

Dr Wong (fourth right) presents a token of appreciation to Fatimah (third left).

We all know how great it feels to receive gifts. Truly giving from
the heart fills our lives with joy and nourishes our soul. Giving pro-
vides an intrinsic reward that is far more valuable than the gift.

Dato Sri Fatimah Abdullah, Welfare, Community, Well Being, Women, Family and

Childhood Development Minister

fortunate, irrespective of race and religion,
in and around the city this year.

Commending the Second Kuching Com-
pany for carrying out the project for six
consecutive years, she assured that the
ministry will continue to support projects
that benefit the underprivileged in the
community.

“We have a responsibility to care for other
people and help the less fortunate. I’ve al-
ways emphasise that welfare is a collective
responsibility,” she reminded.

“Regardless of our circumstances in life,
we have the ability to give. So I encou-
rage all to look for opportunities to give
and help others,” she urged.

Captain Sim Tze Sian said that the pro-
ject, which has received overwhelming
response year after year, was a testament
of the generosity of Kuchingites.

“It is a privilege to be able to share Christ-
mas joy with the needy in our diverse
community,” he said.

“Moreover, this charity drive also strives
to promote the spirit of sharing, giving and
building a caring society,” he added.

The BB Love Box Community Project
2017 is supported by Crown Square ma-
nagement, VivaCity Megamall, CityOne
Shopping Mall, Lodge Private School,
Eden On The Park Nursing Care Resi-
dence and Tea FM.

Also present were chaplain of the Second
Kuching Company Rev Poh Chin Sing
as well as Trinity Methodist Church Lay
leader Dr Simon Wong and its local church
executive committee (LCEC) chairman
James Law.

Article is sourced from Borneo Post
dated November 5, 2017
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Devotion

DEVOTION

Offering Thanks

The best way to show my gratitude to God is to
accept everything, even my problems, with joy.
(Mother Teresa)

IN WORD: Hebrews 12:28 says that gratitude is an acceptable
offering to God. Why? Because it acknowledges who He is bet-
ter than any other attitude. It recognizes that He is a Blesser, a
Giver, and a Redeemer of incomparable worth. Gratitude sees
God as He is.

Gratitude especially sees God accurately when it sees Him
through Jesus. After all, the Incarnation was God'’s plan to
make Himself visible to human eyes. It was His aggressive
strategy to make Himself accessible to sinners in need of sal-
vation. Jesus is the ultimate act of God in this world.

For the early church, Jesus quickly became the identity of the
believer. Paul, for example, saw himself to be crucified with
Him, buried with Him, raised up with Him, exalted with Him,
seated in heavenly places with Him, and united with Him for-
ever. When someone is that identified with his Redeemer, the
attitude of his heart becomes a clear statement of the Redeem-

One Year at the Cross Devotional by Chris Tiegreen

er's worth. If gratitude isn’t there, the Redeemer isn’t worth
much to that person. If we value Jesus as our identity, we will
be exceedingly grateful for what He means to us.

IN DEED: You may faithfully make offerings of money and
time, but what are you offering God with your attitude? Is it an
acceptable offering, declaring His worth accurately? Or does
it underestimate His value in your life by neglecting the thank-
fulness due Him? Or were you even aware that the attitudes of
your heart are, whether you mean it or not, a statement about
Him and an offering to Him?

Watch your heart carefully. Whatever fills it will soon dominate
your life and experience. With that in mind, let thankfulness flow
from within as a sacrifice to God. Insist that your heart make
statements of truth about your Redeemer, acknowledging the
enormous sacrifice He made in order to offer you enormous
glory. Recognize the salvation—the utterly complete, compre-
hensive salvation—that now defines your life. Whatever you
do, do it in His name with thanks for who He is.

Do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks.
Colossians 3:17
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m News from SPAC

By Rev. Ng Shiong Kim

n 5 October 2017, Sandakan Taman Mawar Metho-
Odist Preaching Centre (TMMPC) started a new mi-
nistry initiative — Campus Ministry. Our church part-
nered with Miss Leong Ting Ting, the Lead Counsellor of

‘The Bridge Communication’ in conducting 2 different semi-
nars for SJKC Tai Tong Sandakan.

For the morning session, we held a self-improvement work-
shop “Being a better self” for Primary 5 and Primary 6 stu-
dents. There was an overwhelming attendance of more than
100 students. In the afternoon, we conducted a professional
seminar ‘You can nurture and inspire the extraordinary in
students’. There were 72 educators from 10 neighbouring
primary schools who participated. Through the session, the
speaker provided guiding principles with relevant examples
for the betterment of educating the students, and took the op-
portunity to encourage the educators to be positive influences
in the students’ lives. It has been a fruitful day and I would
like to take the opportunity to thank the schools and teachers
for their participation and support. Most importantly, I am
thankful to the Lord for His guidance and providence that
enabled the event to end on a high note.

The Church Must Take A Proactive Role In Reaching
Out To Schools

How did TMMPC begin our campus ministry? TMMPC is a
small church that has an average of 30 worshippers for our
Sunday service. Do we have the resources to start this mi-
nistry? Are we able to sustain the ministry should we embark
on this journey? If we were to start this ministry, how should
we progress? Although the church has been in existence for
4 years, we are still seeking God for His guidance on poten-
tial ministry opportunities. In the midst of seeking, I recall
Bishop Ong Hwai Teik sharing the vision of ‘One Church,
One School’. In order for us, the Methodist church, to make
an impact on our younger generation, we need to reach
them at where they are - School Campus (Pelita Methodist,
VOL.41, NO. 1&2 JAN/FEB 2015). This vision kept linger-
ing in my mind for a long period.

After seasons of praying, I was reminded that our God is a
true and living God. We, as His followers, ought to make
a conscious effort to shape our church and our society’s
culture; where they can experience the love of the incarna-
ted Christ amongst them. Therefore, our churches need to
play an active role in serving our community and campus
ministry is one of the avenues in which we would do so.
TMMPC spent some time praying about this matter and

decided to begin the campus ministry with the mindset of
“asking when in doubt, learning when in lack”. With this,
we started to reach out to the relevant school authorities with
various outreach programs. As the saying goes “we need to
win the younger generation for Christ for they are the future
of our church tomorrow” and we are committed to win the
young for Christ.

The Church Needs A Long-Term Commitment To
Impact Lives

There is a chinese saying that goes “Great wall of China was
not built overnight, a man’s maturity is also not achieved
within a day, it takes ten years to nurture a tree, but a hundred
years to train a man’, it would take time before one is able
to see results. Therefore, as our next step, TMMPC will give
our best effort to introduce and conduct meaningful acti-
vities in the hope that we will sow good seeds in the hearts
of our students. Although I am unsure of the end results, Our
Lord who is the God of harvest will make all things beau-
tiful in His time. And my conviction is - We, as the church
of Christ, need to take the step of faith, go out of our “four
walls” and enter into campuses (society) in order to make an
impact.

Principal Madam Tan hands over a Certificate of Appreciation to
Rev. Ng and Miss Leong;
At the back, 72 educators from 10 neighbouring
primary schools who participated.
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r I Nhere was a feeling of excitement
and anticipation as I stepped into
the lobby of Acapella Hotel for

the 42" TRAC Women’s Convention. It

was held from 22 to 24 September 2017.

I had no idea what was in store for me

as that was my first time attending such

a convention. With the presence of two

wonderful international speakers in the

persons of Rev Hea Sun Kim and Rev

Hikari, I knew that it was a convention

not to be missed.

The theme ‘Women of Strength & Digni-
ty’ was most apt for this convention as we
wanted to remember God’s blessings on
TRAC MW. As women, we play impor-
tant roles in the various ministries in the
church. Each of us has special gifts. We
complement each other and work as one
united body in God’s kingdom.

The plenary sessions were conducted in
a relaxed manner. We were divided into
groups for discussion on topics given. I
was truly inspired by Rev Hea Sun Kim’s
sharing on ‘The Seeds’. The choice is
ours to make, to be a good or a bad seed.
The seeds sown may take a while to blos-
som but they will, for God will do the rest.
They will sprout and grow to become big
plants, impacting the next generation.

The next interesting sharing was on ‘be-
ing connected’. Each branch is connected
to a tree. Everyone has an important role
but if we are connected to each other, we
are stronger and more faithful to God. We
can be a tree to someone else, offering
shade and support in need, at the right
time and at the right place.

The convention was not all about serious
matters. The ‘Fun Nite’ was an opportu-
nity to showcase the talents and creativity
of our ladies. It was indeed a nite where
all of us let our hair down.

In summary, the plenary sessions and the
workshops were inspiring & meaningful,
fun & fulfilling, informative & insightful.

Most of all, I enjoyed the active interac-
tion among the ladies. It brought us to-

gether for friendship and inspired us for
future challenges. The plenary sessions
also provided much input for my soul.

Let us put our focus on the Lord! We
trust in Him to give us grace & strength.
I would want to live a life of worship,
prayer & service. There is so much that
needs to be done.

God is always at work!
To God be the Glory!

Sharing by:
Mrs Jenny Tay (Kuantan Chapter)
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The 42nd Session TRAC Methodist Women’s Convention
was held in Acappella Suite Hotel, Shah Alam from 22"-
24t September 2017. The theme of the convention is ‘Wo-
men of Strength & Dignity’ taken from Proverbs 31:25.
Twelve ladies from Trinity Methodist Church, Petaling Jaya
were blessed with a relaxing time, good accommodation and
both physical and spiritual food. We had a time of fun, good
fellowship and learning. Below are the reflections of some of
the participants.

This was my first time attending the Women’s Convention.
Being a working mother of four with kids from 4yr+ till
15yrs, I battled in my mind if I should sign up and go. I have
my share of struggles such as having no spare time, so many
things to attend to and my son’s PT3 exam that would take
place in 16 days’ time. Yet I yearned to be strengthened and
to gain some insight from Rev Dr. Hea Sun Kim (Korean)
and Rev Hikari Kokai-Chang (Japanese) from United Metho-
dist Church, USA. The workshop “Women at Work” and
“Cultivating Life-giving Disciplines” appealed to me.

This convention has blessed me tremendously. My spirit was
lifted up when Rev. Dr Hea Sun Kim affirmed that each of
us is God’s unique, special and POWERFUL SEED! In the
past, there were times when I felt unworthy. My family and
friends deserve someone better. But through sharing from fel-
low sisters-in-Christ, I am assured that God did not make any
mistake. We are God’s unique and powerful seeds. The two
plenary session speakers were captivating and their messages
spoke to our hearts.

I learnt that I must remain in God and dwell in Him; then my
roots will be strong and healthy for me to stand firm and bear
fruits. In order to know my God, I must spend time with Him.
I need to be mentored by older women and subsequently I
need to mentor younger women.

My fellow sisters, do sign up for the Methodist Women’s
Convention in future. You will be blessed. There will be one
next year!

“The Lord is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all
he has made. The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up
all who are bowed down. The eyes of all look to you, and you
give them their food at proper time. You open your hand and
satisfy the desires of every living thing.”(Psalm 145:13b-16)

Dr. Loo Peh Ling

From the conference, I am reminded that God is the sower,
we are the seeds. However different we are in looks, His
desire is for us to bear delicious fruits for His Kingdom’s
glory. We are on a continuous journey of learning and grow-
ing even into our twilight years.

I particularly enjoyed the plenary session by Rev Hikari
who used the analogy of Kintsukuroi, the repair of broken
ceramic with gold seams, hence making the object more

beautiful for being broken. God put us through trials and
difficulties but these experiences need not be wasted for we
can later empathize with others in their struggles. In our bro-
kenness we can trust God to patch, heal and make us whole
again. | am enriched by the interactive and vibrant sharing
of many sisters during the conference. I look forward to the
next MW conference.

Carrie Chew

Rev Hikari’s sharing on the appearance of Jesus to his dis-
ciples in the Upper Room, has been very insightful. Jesus
showed his nail-pierced hands. I was encouraged when she
reminded us that God does not judge us on the basis of our
pains, hurts, frustrations, difficulties or challenges as He
Himself had also experienced them. Such an insight will
make me sensitive to the struggles of other women when I
interact with them and listen to their stories of their lives.

Esther Chan

Everybody has a gift. A gift is something that you enjoy do-
ing. Sometimes we think that we cannot do much as an indi-
vidual; but if each of us work together we can produce much.
Just like music notes. If each note stands by itself we cannot
hear much effect; but if all notes play their parts a song will
be produced. There is much strength in unity.

We always measure ourselves to the standard that others set.
A good leader does not have to have all the good qualities:
strong, smart, perfect. God does not expect us to be perfect.
Abraham, Paul and the disciples were not perfect. So why
do we think we are not good enough, strong enough to be a
leader? This is something we have to ponder.

Everyone was asked to think through what kind of fruit one
wants to bear as a child of God. We wrote down what we
wanted to achieve and pasted it on the ‘tree of life’. Hopefully
we will work at it and bear fruit.

Our imaginations were stretched when we had to depict Bi-
ble stories using recycled items. This enhanced our working
together in a group.

The fun and laughter that we had and the lessons that we
received as well as the smooth running of the programme all
contributed to the success of the convention. I would say that
it is when we, the participants put into practice what we have
learnt or what we perceive God has called us to do that really
determines the success of the convention. So let us do our
part and answer the call. Be women of strength and dignity.

Girlie Wong
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E S Sa y Pelita is beginning a new series of rediscovering some of our Methodist roots and history.

here is something that all of us use,

I whether we are young or old, rich

or poor, and whatever nationality

we are—and it’s money! If we refused

to use money we should not be able to

obtain food, clothing or places to live,

unless we chose to live like savages in

the jungle—and I don’t think many of us
would want to do that!

But there is one thing we must know about
the money before we use it—whether it is
good money! In every country there is a
lot of bad money to be found which looks
very much like the real thing but is ac-
tually worthless. In countries which have
kings, like the parts of the British Empire,
there are two things which show whether
a coin is a good one or not—first, that is
made of good metal, and second, that it
has a clear image of the king on it. If it
has both of these it can be called a ‘coin
of the realm’.

When Jesus was on earth, He talked a
lot about the Kingdom or Realm of God,
and showed us by many different stories
and actions what that Realm is like. And
we can think of ourselves as coins of that
country. Are we good coins or bad ones?
If we are good ones we shall first of all be
made of good metal—or rather of good
metals, for coins are a mixture of more
than one metal. The reason for this is
that they must be strong and lasting, and
not easily damaged. The life of a coin is
a hard one. It is thrown about on coun-
ters of shops and banks, it is pushed into
automatic machines where it has to meet
sharp edges and all kinds of machinery,
and it spends most of its life crushed un-
comfortably up in pockets or purses with
a lot of other money, just as hard as itself!
So if it was made of soft metal it would
be very soon wear away and become thin,
and then the image of the king would
wear off and no one could tell to what
country it belonged, or even whether it
was a coin at all.

By Harold Robbins

So the coin makers at the Royal Mint in
London where the coins of England, and
the coins of some other countries too, are
made, make certain that the metals are
pure and good and then carefully blend
them together. Of course as you know
metals are full of dirt and impurities when
they are dug up out of the ground and they
have to be put through all sorts of treat-
ments and furnaces before they are ready
to be used for anything—and the coin
makers are very particular to have only
the very finest and purest metals. So if
we are to be good coins of the Realm of
God, we must first of all have our metals
purified. How is that done? It is done by
getting rid of all impurities—the wrong
things. God is the only one who can help
us do this, and if we ask Him, we can be
sure He will help us. It may be a difficult
thing for us to do, just as it is hard for
the metal to go through the fire and be
pounded and beaten to make it pure. It is
always hard to lose the little things in life
we would like to keep, but which make
us impure metals. But if we let God take
them away, we shall be a mixture of good
metals, strong and ready to be used.

But first we must have the stamp of the
King’s head placed upon us. This is a fine
illustration for us of the truth that we must
show a likeness to our King if we are to
be true coins of His realm. However fine
a man or boy’s character (or metal) is,
he is of no use in the Kingdom of God
unless he owns that he is the property
of the King. But if we have a character
made good and pure by God, and if we
are proud to belong to His Kingdom, we
can be sure that, wherever we go, we shall
be as useful to the people we meet as the
coins they have in their pocket. In fact we
may be more useful than their money!

Once Peter and John were going into the
temple when they saw a lame man lying
at the gate, asking for coins. Peter said to
him, “silver and gold have I none, but I

have something else 1 will give you.”
That “something else” was healing, and
we can help to make people happy in hun-
dreds of ways as we go through life, even
if we can’t give them money. That’s what
it means to be ‘coin of the realm’ in the
Kingdom of God.

It’s a very sad thing but there are people
who pretend to be true coins, but all the
time they are counterfeits—imitations,
frauds and worthless. Little boys in Eng-
land like to put silver paper over farthings,
which are copper coins, and pretend they
are silver sixpences, as the two coins are
about the same size. That is only a game,
but don’t you think it is a dreadful thing
for people to spend their lives pretending
they are good coins when all the time un-
derneath they are made of base metal?
Jesus called such people ‘hypocrites,” and
that means a man who is cheating other
people just as much as if he gave them a
bad coin. I’'m sure we all want our lives to
be real, honest, useful, coin.

And that word “useful” reminds me of
one more thing—that coins are some-
times hoarded by people, or kept in mu-
seums, so that they are no use except to
be looked at. The real usefulness of a coin
is in its moving about among the people
and helping them in their daily lives. The
hymn tells us to “spend and be spent” in
doing the Master’s will. That is a good
motto for the coin of God’s realm, for
the true Christian who wants to serve the
Kingdom of God must not keep himself
apart, as the old hermits did, but move
about among other people helping all as
he passes on his way.

The wealth of the Kingdom of God lies in
its true coins, and each of us can be one
of them.

The Malaysia Message
Vol. 49 No. 3
March 1939
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