
VOLUME 39, NO. 1
VOLUME 44, NO. 10&11

OCT/NOV 2018

PP 3233/01/2013 (031518)



2

The Fifth Asian Methodist Conference & General Assembly of 
the Asian Methodist Council (AMC) was held in Singapore from 
20-22 September 2018.
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The Methodist Church in Singapore (MCS) led by 
Bishop Dr Chong Chin Chung hosted the Fifth Asian 
Methodist Conference & General Assembly of the 

Asian Methodist Council (AMC), 20-22 September 2018, in 
Singapore. Opening Service, Plenary Sessions, Worship Ser-
vices and Closing Service were held at Paya Lebar Metho- 
dist Church, Wesley Methodist Church & Short Street Tamil 
Methodist Church respectively.

The Chairman of AMC, Rev. Dr. Lam Sung Che of the Metho- 
dist Church in Hong Kong spoke at the Opening Service 
at Paya Lebar Methodist Church. Rev. Dr. Lam’s message 
serves as an exhortation to inspire and remind Asian Chris-
tians the duty and role in society which God had appoint-
ed. The Opening Service concluded with Holy Communion. 
We praise God for the common bond of love in Christ; as 
brothers and sisters from many parts in Asia broke bread and 
drank of the cup of the new covenant which Jesus Christ has 
sealed for our salvation and redemption.

Bishop Emeritus Dr John Chew of the Anglican Diocese of 
Singapore delivered an inspiring keynote address after the 
Opening Service. He spoke about the challenges and op-
portunities for the Asian Church, and the shifting of power- 
base and influence from the West to India-China and onto 
the Asia Pacific region. A gifted speaker-teacher, Bishop 
Dr. Chew, points his listeners to the open-ended finale of 
the Acts of the Apostle in Chapter 28, where the tasks for 
God’s Kingdom work have yet to be completed! God con-
tinues to send forth His people as witnesses; bearing witness 
to the good news of the gospel. Bishop Dr. Chew exhorts the 
Asian Church to arise and seize the opportunities at hand - 
identifying strengths and openings amidst the challenges of 

our time. Dinner was served at the end of Bishop Emeritus 
John Chew’s message. The Paya Lebar Methodist generous-
ly hosted a sumptuous welcome dinner for AMC delegates 
and guests.

Speakers for the Plenary Sessions were Bishop Emeritus Dr 
Robert Solomon of the Methodist Church Singapore and Dr. 
Roland Chia, Chew Hock Hin Professor of Christian Doc-
trine at Trinity Theological College in Singapore. Bishop Dr. 
Robert Solomon’s topic centred on Christian Leaders & Self, 
an enriching and stimulating message for clergy, a rousing 
exhortation and reminder about the clergy’s role and duty, 
and our place in God’s church, His will and purpose. Dr. Ro-
land Chia, a member of the Christian think tank ETHOS, an 
Institute for Public Christianity, spoke on LGBT issues and 
the concerns and challenges for the Church and the Christian 
community in Asia.

The Methodist Church in Cambodia was warmly welcomed 
to the AMC family. Delegates at AMC General Assembly 
approved the recommendation by AMC Executive Commit-
tee for the newly established Provisional Annual Conference 
of the Methodist Church in Cambodia led by President Rev. 
Lun Sophy to join AMC as a member church.

The following were elected as the officers of the new AMC 
Executive Committee:

Chairman: Bishop Dr Chong Chin Chung (Singapore)
Vice-Chairman (Clergy): Bishop Chul Lee (Korea)
Vice-Chairman (Lay): Mr John Ling (Malaysia)
Hon. Secretary: Bishop Rodolfo Juan (Philippines – UMC)
Assistant Secretary: Bishop Subodh Mondal (India)
Hon. Treasurer: President Lam Sung Che (Hong Kong)



 5

Asst Treasurer: Bishop Chen Chien Chung (Taiwan)

At this, the Fifth Asian Methodist Conference & General As-
sembly of the Asian Methodist Council, the Asian Methodist 
Council issued a statement on its position on homosexuality.

The AMC’s Position on Homosexuality
21 September 2018

“We consider the practice of homosexuality and same–sex 
marriage to be incompatible with Christian teachings. How-
ever, we do recognise that homosexual persons, like every-
one, are individuals of sacred worth. We all need the ministry 
and guidance of the Church as well as the spiritual and emo-
tional support of a caring fellowship.

In holding firmly to the Bible as the authoritative standard 
for its faith and practice, we exhort Christians to care for all 
persons and for one another with the love of Christ our Lord. 
Our commitment to care for same-sex attracted persons caus-
es our member churches to keep seeking for appropriate and 
compassionate ways to relate and reach out to them with the 
life-changing power of our faith, namely the gospel of recon-
ciliation and new life in Jesus Christ.”

The Closing Service for the Fifth Asian Methodist Confe- 
rence & General Assembly of the Asian Methodist Council 
(AMC) was held in Short Street Tamil Methodist Church fol-
lowed by lunch in the Church’s social hall. The Methodist 
Church in Taiwan will host the next Asian Methodist Con-
ference & General Assembly of Asian Methodist Council 
(AMC) in 2021.

By Rev. Joshua Khong

Mr. John Ling, Datin Judy Chin, Rev. Joshua Khong, Rev. Andrew 
Lim (representing Methodist Church Malaysia at AMC 2018.

Features News from TRAC

Reflections and Impressions of  
D6 MALAYSIA CONFERENCE 2018

D6 is enlightening for me in at least three areas:
1. Church ministry is family ministry. I used to think that 

family ministry is just part of church ministry and never 
thought that the whole church is a family ministry.

2. Methodist churches (SCAC) are not only in dire need 
of inter-generational worship, but also inter-generation-
al discipleship and ministry. We have been segregating 
the family members for too long. It is time to join family 
members together in worship, discipleship and ministry.

3. Grand-parenting plays a crucial role in making disci-
ples of the whole family and therefore the whole church. 
Grandparents need to be trained as well to play such a 
role.

1  Bishop Ong Hwai Teik, Mrs. Ong Mun Kean with keynote speaker, 
Dr Ron Hunter

2 Keynote Speaker, Dr Ron Hunter Jr.
3 Plenary Speaker, Rev. Moses Tey



We thank God for Trinity Me- 
thodist Church, PJ for availing 
her facilities to host the first D6 
Conference in Malaysia. We 
were challenged to strength-
en partnership between church 
and home for Generational 
Discipleship. The journey to 
build stronger homes needs to 
be across denominations, cul-
tures and language, and social 
background if we want to see a 
stronger church in Malaysia. D6 
Malaysia seeks to work towards 

availing resources and speakers in the main 4 languages in 
Malaysia. We thank God for FGA KL for availing their fa-
cilities to host D6 2019 (August 1-3) where Tim Kimmel of 
grace-based parenting will be our keynote speaker.

Dr. Herbert Tan
Chairman of Family Ministries Malaysia
Organizing Chairman for D6 Malaysia

On August 3rd-4th, 2018, I attended the D6 Conference Malay-
sia, held at Trinity Methodist Church, PJ. The D6 conference 
is based on Deuteronomy 6 which advocates the importance 
of discipleship at home. Therefore, the D6 conference focus-
es on how the church can effectively synergy with parents, 
even grandparents, for restoration of family discipleship.

It was a privilege to learn from the founder of D6, Dr. Ron 
Hunter and many other wise and experienced speakers. We 
were taught that discipleship is a way of life, whereby we 
live out our faith every single day, be it parents or grandpa- 
rents. It is not just something we exhibit only on Sundays for 
a couple of hours! We also gained knowledge on parenting, 
mentoring, modelling, praying and fighting for our families 
and church ministries.

It was an amazing two days, filled with so much insight on 
the importance of restoring family discipleship whereby we 
nurture children to be rooted in the Word of God and will be 
the salt and the light of the world!

I strongly encourage parents, grandparents, pastors and 
church leaders to sign up for this conference next year which 
will be held at Full Gospel Assembly, Kuchai Lama, for it is 
vital to understand the changes we need to make “together” 
as the body of Christ to be able to disciple our children effec-
tively for His glory.

As Dr Henry Cloud said, “People will never change until the 
pain of staying the same is greater than the pain of change.”

Deborah Vasanthi Selvaraj
Tamil Annual Conference
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The first ever D6 2018 Malaysia Conference with the theme 
‘Generational Discipleship’ was held in the spanking new 
building of Living Stream, Trinity Methodist Church, Peta- 
ling Jaya, on 3rd to 4th August. The Conference drew 485 lo-
cal and overseas participants. Methodists made up two-thirds 
of the attendees, and TRAC was the biggest supporter with 
221 key leaders of both clergy and laity.

There were seven presenters (three via pre-recorded video), 
and Dr. Ron Hunter Jr. was the keynote speaker. Ron is the 
Executive Director and CEO of Randall House, the publisher 
of D6 Curriculum, and the author of the book The DNA of D6 
– building blocks of generational discipleship.

The presenters spoke on various aspects of family ministries: 
from theology to applications, from leadership to change 
management. The common objective is to build strong and 
healthy churches through connecting churches with homes.

In his four plenary sessions, Ron Hunter elaborated elo-
quently on The One Eared Micky Mouse (family ministry is 
the umbrella ministry for all other ministries), Sand Castles, 
Snorkel, & Scuba (effective parenting and the art of conver-
sations), Eight Steps to Leading Change (process, faithful-
ness, relationship), and Fighting For Your Family (reinstate 
discipleship in every generation in church).

If Ron’s and other speakers’ sessions served as the appetizers 
to tease our appetite to know more about family ministry, 
then we should turn to the book The DNA of D6 – build-
ing blocks of generational discipleship for the main meals.  

Among the many endorsements for the book, Ron Davis of 
Southeastern FWB College, summarized it nicely:

‘………The DNA of D6 provides the necessary leadership 
principles that will produce the habits needed for healthier 
believers and corporate church bodies. The practical nature 
of this book provides the church leader with concepts that 
can be adapted to any local church ministry……….It is a 
foundational catalyst for change, and it begins with you!’

My church, Wesley Methodist Church Seremban, sent 20 
people (among them a Pastor-in-Charge, leaders, parents, 
grandparents, youth leaders, ministry workers) to this D6 
Conference. Each of us now is reading the book The DNA 
of D6 to prepare us for some deep dive discussions in our 
upcoming year-end planning and strategies going forward in 
the next three to five years. Some of us are preparing high-
lights from the Conference to share with ministries and con-
gregation members of Wesley Seremban. There will be no 
dull moments in the weeks and months to come, for sure.

Full Gospel Assembly was so energized by the Conference 
that they have undertaken to organize next year’s D6 Ma-
laysia Conference from 1st to 3rd August 2019. Watch out 
for the announcements and the early bird rates to equip your 
church leaders in working towards fruitful discipling, healthy 
churches, and Christ-centred families. 

Dr. Yee Chow Boi
TRAC District Lay Leader (Southern District)

“PULAI” among the Ibans
Praise the Lord Almighty! It was a memorable and enlight-
ening experience for a group of 18 members of SIAC who 
attended the D6 Conference on 3rd and 4th August, 2018 at 
Trinity Methodist in Petaling Jaya, Kuala Lumpur. The D6 
Conference had provided participants with greater insights 
into the role of the family ministry movement, which is in-
tentional in empowering parents, homes, marriages, leaders, 
and churches to live out the story of Deuteronomy 6.

Among the many relevant issues shared and discussed with 
regards to family ministry, there is this peculiar family tra-



dition that relates to our indigenous brothers and sisters in 
Sarawak, especially among the Ibans. This practice refers to 
the concept of “pulai” or “balik kampung” - literally mean-
ing “returning home”, especially during festive seasons such 
as Gawai Festivals or important occasions or events like 
weddings, funerals and even birthdays. This family bonding 
practice of “pulai” or returning home to their longhouses or 
villages in Sarawak during festive seasons is quite a pheno- 
menon among the Ibans. It is taken very seriously to the ex-
tent of risking their employment or at the expense of having 
their paycut.

Such is the extent of this concept of “family belonging” 
among these natives and indeed this tradition of returning 
home should not be discarded. To this writer, it was oppor-
tune that D6 had shed greater awareness among us on the 
value of family through the act of returning home or “PU-
LAI”.
     
“PULAI” di kalangan orang Iban
Puji Tuhan yang Maha Esa. Peluang menyertai Persidangan 
D6 pada 3 dan 4 Ogos, 2018 di Gereja Methodist Trinity di 
Petaling Jaya, Kuching adalah merupakan pengalaman yang 
tidak dapat dilupakan oleh seramai 18 orang peserta daripa-
da SIAC. Persidangan D6 telah memberikan ruang kepada 
peserta untuk melihat lebih mendalam lagi peranan “perge- 
rakan pelayanan keluarga” yang dengan jelas bertujuan un-
tuk memperkasakan peranan ibubapa, rumahtangga, perkah-
winan, ketua-ketua dan gereja berdasarkan kisah di dalam 
Deuteronomy 6.

Salah satu daripada isu berkaitan peranan pelayanan keluarga 
yang dikongsikan dan dibincangkan dan yang menarik per-
hatian penulis adalah yang berkaitan dengan konsep “pulai” 
atau tradisi “balik kampung” di kalangan kaum Iban. Istilah 
“pulai” merujuk kepada amalan balik ke pangkuan keluar-
ga di rumah panjang atau kampung semasa Perayaan Gawai 
atau hari upacara lain seperti perkahwinan, kematian atau 
sambutan harijadi. Amalan “pulai” ini boleh dikatakan sesua-
tu fenomena di kalangan kaum Iban kerana mereka sanggup 
menanggung risiko kehilangan pekerjaan atau dipotong gaji 
demi amalan “pulai” ini.

Begitulah signifikannya  konsep kekeluargaan yang dizahir-
kan melalui amalan “pulai” ini dan sewajarnya amalan ini 
tidak harus dilupakan atau diabaikan. Bagi penulis, D6 telah 
memberikan kesedaran kepada kita betapa pentingnya nilai 
kekeluargaan melalui amalan balik kampung atau “pulai”.

By Ps Lee Lam Damat / Jeffrey Ngalambai 
Conference Lay Leader, 
Sarawak Iban Annual Conference (SIAC)

Building a strong family is something close to my heart. I 
can’t exactly recall when this was sowed but I guess over the 
years - sharing from other parents and preachers about fa- 

mily ministry helped shape my understanding. Hence, when 
I heard about D6 Conference, it didn’t take long for me to 
register for it.

3rd and 4th August 2018, marked the first D6 conference to 
be held in Malaysia with an estimated 283 participants! It 
was truly such a great joy that more and more are seeing the 
importance of building strong families, especially to disciple 
the young. One may wonder what ‘D6’ is. Well, ‘D6 was a 
curriculum developed based on the principles taught in Deu-
teronomy 6, where the emphasis is placed on both the home 
and church. This passage shows parents how to allow their 
love for God and His Word to overflow into the lives of their 
children and let their relationship with Christ be caught and 
taught.’

During the conference, we were given a fraction “1/168” 
where the numerator indicates the number of hour a child re-
ceived spiritual influence and the denominator indicates the 
total number of hours in a week. So based on that fraction, a 
child only receives an average of about an hour of spiritual 
influence per week. If God is to be the centre of the child’s 
life, an hour per week is surely insufficient! That’s when pa- 
rents can be involved to raise the numerator by providing op-
portunities for coaching or instruction or biblical teaching at 
home. Other than playing or chit chatting with them, parents 
can use daily interaction times with their children whether it 
is in the car, or home, or over meals, or even during bedtime 
snuggles as opportunities to intentionally share about their 
faith, impart biblical values or biblical teaching.

As for our church, we realise that to build strong families 
we must – start from the home. Somewhere in 2016 we ini- 
tiated ‘Family Altar’, where parents and children gathered 
together as a family to worship, learn God’s Word and pray. 
This opens an opportunity for parents to share their faith and 
values to their children. The challenge for most parents is to 
teach God’s Word. As such, most parents prefer to let Sun-
day school teachers or youth leaders do the biblical teaching 
because they don’t know how or feel they are not equipped 
enough to do so.

To overcome such lack of scriptural understanding, the 
church recommended devotional materials which could be 
used to teach during Family Altar. The church also encou- 
rage parents to attend bible study groups or care groups 
where the Word of God are taught. And to further help deep-
en our understanding on certain bible passages or lessons – 
do some reading, clarify with the pastor or mentor, or even 
attend a seminar.

These are opportunities for parents to equip themselves so 
that they can disciple their children. As we learn God’s Word 
and model our lives according to His Word, we get to help 
our own children, grandchildren and great grandchildren to 
adopt a pattern of learning God’s Word and model their lives 
according to His Word; just as they see it in us.
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The journey to disciple our children can be challenging at 
times but connecting to a support group consisting of other 
parents creates a platform where parents can encourage one 
another, pray together, exchange ideas on how to connect 
with children and impart biblical teaching to children and 
so forth.

To disciple our children is an on-going process, there is just 
no expiry date.

Ms Deborah Chow
Permai Chinese Methodist Church (CAC)

We first heard about D6 from Datin Judy Chin at the last 
Annual Conference in Sibu. After sharing with the leaders, 
a group of 25 leaders and members from both Grace Metho- 
dist Church and the Agape Grace Methodist Reaching Centre 
registered.

The group consisted of parents and grandparents, pastors, lay 
leaders, seminarian and a college student.

For all of us, it was the first time we heard about disciple-
ship at home partnering with the church. Personally, I love 
the logo of this conference; two jigsaw pieces being fitted 
together.

Dr Ron Hunter’s plenaries were very well presented with 
catchy titles and impactful content. His session on commu-
nication and types of parenting would be useful to me in mi- 
nistering to the parents in my church. But it was his work-
shop on Godly parents and prodigals that touched me as I 
empathized with parents with their prodigals.

Many of our team members were also very touched and these 
are some of the thoughts.

Robert Ting (LCEC, AGMPC, father of teenagers): D6 
showed me the importance of Family Discipleship. I learnt 
that discipleship should start at home.

Keith Chin (LCEC, GMC, father of teenagers): D6 showed 
me that however imperfect we are, we need to have a con-
stant walk close to God. Personal devotion and living out His 
words daily is crucial.

What is important, despite the less than perfect world, is to 
nurture the next generation, as parents or grandparents and 
start from the home and church.

Michelle Chee (Sunday school superintendent GMC, 
mother of college kids): I always thought that families are 
just part of the church, through D6 I finally understand that 
the church is a family ministry.

Vivien Lim (Sunday school teacher AGMPC, mother of 
adult children): Before D6, my girls and I talked about what 
and how the future might be like for them and how they would 
carry out their parenting roles. Ezra and Elizabeth are deter-

mined to “change the landscape for their next generation.” 
D6 is part of our prayer answered.

All the while, I believed that raising children in the way of 
the Lord were the sole responsibilities of the parents. D6 
convicted me otherwise. Grandparents have a part to play in 
training up the children’s children too.

Wong Leh Kiong (Sunday school teacher GMC, grand-
mum of X): D6 showed me the importance of living out my 
own faith every single day of my life and learn to be Christ-
like. Reaching and teaching and influencing the next next 
generation must be intentional.

I learnt the importance of the grandmother’s role and how I 
can entrust the next generation into God’s hand. I also dis-
covered how I can influence, teach and pray for the next next 
generation and people around me.

Pastor Linberg Wong (pastor in Charge, AGMPC): D6 
showed me the importance of family discipleship in each 
family in partnership with the church.

I learnt to lead as the head of the family to begin with inten-
tional discipleship.

Ngu Hieng King (LCEC, AGMPC, father of teenager): D6 
showed me the importance of running family ministry in or-
der to retain our younger generations in our churches.

I learnt that we should not segregate our youth ministry from 
the main service but to include them as part it.

Rev. Lenita Tiong
Sarawak Chinese Annual Conference (SCAC)

The D6 movement which began in U.S.A about 12 years ago 
came to Singapore 3 years ago and then to Malaysia for the 
first time this year, 2018. A movement is defined as a group 
of people working together to advance their ideas. In the case 
of D6, it is to help churches realise that their role is to equip 
parents to disciple their children at home and to regard fami-
ly ministry as a whole church ministry. The Council of Laity 
supports the implementation of D6 values in churches and 
homes so as to arrest the existing problem of lack of family 
discipleship at home contributing to the decline in children, 
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youth and young adult attendance in Methodist churches. 
We must wake up to realise discipleship begins at home. We 

thank God for the strong attendance of 327 Methodists at 
the first D6 Malaysia Conference 2018 at Trinity Methodist 
Church, P.J. May this not be the first and only strong Metho- 
dist appearance but the beginning of an awakening desire to 
learn and implement family discipleship methods and val-
ues with the church and home partnering one another in at-
tending future D6 Conferences.Dates to note for 2019 Con-
ferences for family discipleship are GC Laity Convention, 
19-21 July 2019, themed “Family after God’s Own Heart” 
at Port Dickson Methodist Centre and second D6 Malay-
sia Conference 1-3 August 2019, at Full Gospel Assembly, 
Kuchai Lama, K.L.

Datin Judy Chin
TRAC Conference Lay Leader.
Chairman – GC Council of Laity

Features News from COE

Wesley Methodist School Klang
Closing Ceremony of Patriotic Month 

by Y.B. Dr. Xavier Jayakumar A/L Arulanandam, 
Minister of Water, Land and Natural Resources,

Friday, 21st September 2018

Volunteers of Trinity Methodist Church PJ,
Organizing committee members with speakers
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Wesley Methodist School Klang organised Patriotic Month 
Celebration from 6th August 2018 to 21st September 2018. 
An array of performances and competitions were conduct-
ed such as, Cooking Competition, The Most Well Decorat-
ed Classroom, Poster Drawing Competition, Independence 
Day Quiz, Knowing Malaysia Quiz, Singing Competition, 
Playback of Patriotic Songs, Handball Competition, Aero-
bics, Independence Day Exhibition, Decorating the School 
Compound, Mini Malaysia Garden and Mural Drawing. The 
competitions and activities held were based on the theme, 
‘Sayangi Malaysiaku’. The Closing Ceremony of the Patrio- 
tic Month Celebration was held on Friday, 21st September 
2018. The guests of honour for the event were, Yang Ber-
hormat Dr. Xavier Jayakumar A/L Arulanandam, Minister of 
Water, Land and Natural Resources and Madam Sangeetha 
Jayakumar, Youth Vice Chief, Parti Keadilan Rakyat.

Besides various performances and prize giving ceremony for 
the activities conducted during that month, there were also 
significant speeches by our leaders. Ms Anne, the Principal 
of Wesley Methodist School Klang, highlighted the objec-
tives of this school in her speech. She emphasised that the 
aim of WMS Klang is to help many students attain private 
education or for those who need private tutoring. Besides 
that, the school also aims to nurture and develop responsible 
students who will be the backbone of the country in future. 
For that, the school is practising the five principles of Rukun 
Negara in shaping students through its rules, regulations 

and daily routine. Hence, Wesley Methodist School actively 
plays a role in nation building.

YB Dr Xavier Jayakumar on the other hand, mentioned that 
education was the important tool to run the country, regard-
less whether it was obtained from the private or government 
sector. However, he stressed that we should prepare ourselves 
to change and be ready to accept any change. Hence, he re-
minded all the teachers and students to be prepared to accept 
the changes and work accordingly. Finally yet importantly, 
he advised students to choose their career path based on their 
interests and the needs of the country. He also told them, not 
to be afraid of moving out from their comfort zone. More- 
over, he stressed on creating a reading culture among stu-
dents so that they could be successful in life.

At the end of the closing ceremony, all the guests present, 
were invited for lunch in the school’s conference room. A 
photo session was also held with the guests present, to com-
memorate the memorable event.

By Manusha Nair A/P Balan
Teacher of Wesley Methodist School Klang
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Bearing the Name 
He that rides to be crowned will not think much of a rainy day.
                (John Trapp) 

IN WORD: Bearing the name of Jesus is a powerful 
concept. It means not that we simply believe in Jesus, 
that He is a part of our lives, or that He is an obligation 
we must live up to. It means that He is our life and that 
we find our identity in Him. It means that our identity and 
His merge into one, and that when He suffers, we suffer.

Paul had this concept down. He considered his heri- 
tage, his accomplishments, and his entire pedigree a 
pile of rubbish compared to his simple identity in Jesus. 
He even desired—not tolerated, but desired—to share 
in Jesus’ sufferings and to be like Him in death (Philip-
pians 3:10). Why? Because he couldn’t mentally sepa-
rate Jesus’ resurrection and power from His suffering. 
To embrace Jesus meant to embrace all of Him—even 
His pain.

When we are consumed with a desire to be like Jesus, 
we cease to be picky believers who want a little pa-
tience, a little love, and a lot of forgiveness. We want 

all the fruits of His Spirit, even the ones that costs a 
lot, because in becoming like Jesus, the costs never 
exceed the benefits. No one has ever become Christ-
like and then said, “You know, I think that was too hard. 
I wish I had never started down this path.” It just doesn’t 
happen. No matter how much hardship we face, it is 
always worthwhile. 

IN DEED: We know what Jesus’ pain led to: resurrec-
tion, ascension, an eternal seat next to the Father, and 
glory fulfilled. Do we not realize that our pain leads to 
the same thing? It comes in different forms and it seems 
so pointless sometimes, but there is a final product that 
we should be jumping up and down to embrace.

Jump up and down today. Maybe not literally (though 
you can if you want), but at least in spirit. The Bible 
repeatedly tells us not to tolerate our trials but to rejoice 
in them, with real joy. Be a person who understands 
what this difficult life leads to. Bear the name of Jesus 
gladly—and all it entails.

If you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you 
bear that name.   
   1 Peter 4:16D

E
V

O
TI

O
N

One Year at the Cross Devotional by Chris Tiegreen
Devotion
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1. Delight not on others’ failure.
 When someone has already been knocked down, their de-

fences become low. We must never use the opportunity to 
get even, especially when we do not like the person. We 
should never be delighted or relish in someone else’s fall. 
It is not the kind of Christian response that God would 
want from us. We seriously need to examine our hearts 
very deeply if we have taken secret delight when shock-
ing news about a person comes to us. We must ask our-
selves, why am I not weeping about it and why am I not 
able to empathize with the person concerned?  

2.  Be conscious of those around them.
 In situations of shocking news, it is easy to ask the ques-

tion; why no one noticed it earlier.  Although it is a fair 
question, it is possible to think that the person concerned 
has actually been successful in hiding it from others. It 
is also possible that those who have been working with 
the person involved have not been alerted to it. We must 
remember that colleagues, family and friends are equally 
shocked and hurt when such things surface. More than 
condemning, it will be useful to learn from the matter to 
ensure that it is not allowed to be repeated again under 
any circumstances.

3.  Everyone deserves God’s grace.
 Even though a person has committed a grave sin, we must 

always remember that God offers His hand of forgiveness 
to all who come to Him. God’s love is a pursuing love. 
He loves us even when we have not learnt to love him. 
Paul’s writings that emerge from his own journey with 
God show us how the depth of God’s grace. Through his 
own life, Paul discovered that God’s grace was greater 
than his sin. No one is beyond redemption, scriptures re-
mind us of the words of Jesus, ‘I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners’. Matthew 9: 13.

4.  Treat others as how we would want to be treated.
 The Bible teaches us, ‘Do to others as you would have 

them do to you’ Luke 6:31. It means that we should al-
ways put ourselves in the other person’s shoes. Though 
we may not be able to understand fully, we must try to 
understand what the person may be going through at this 
difficult hour. What we ourselves do not want, must never 
be forced upon others. What we would expect from others 
during our difficult times, we must be willing to render. 

5.  We need to pray much.
 When we talk to others about the matter, it means that we 

are approaching humans to help us understand and res- 
pond to the situation. However, it is only when we talk 
to God that we can really unburden ourselves of our pain 
that has come from the shock. Moreover, it only in His 
presence that we would be able to listen to His guidance 
and advice on the matter. Too often, to our detriment, we 
only go to Him last. 

Conclusion
It is very difficult for any church to go through times of cri-
sis. Only God will be able to help us find healing and resto-
ration, especially when trust is undermined and relationships 
are broken. Much prayer covering will be needed so that the 
enemy doesn’t capitalize the situation. How we choose to 
respond will reveal which side we are actually on.

Rev Dennis Raj
Tamil Annual Conference

Shocking News About Someone?  
Don’t Let The Devil Win

(Part 2)
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Recruitment: Principal 
 
Appointment and Date of Commencement: The initial appointment shall be 
for a four-year term, and is renewable upon satisfactory performance. The 
date of commencement shall be on 1 January 2021. 

Job Description: The Principal is required to work together with the team of 
4 persons, namely the Vice-Principal, the Academic Dean, the Admin & 
Finance Manager and the Communications & Development Manager (if 
any): (a) To lead a highly qualified team of lecturers; (b) To oversee a 
student body of more than 400 full-time and part-time TEE students; (c) To 
be responsible for the overall administration, finances and communications 
& development of the seminary. 

Requirements & Qualifications:                                                                                                            
a) Aged between 40-60 years. Citizen of Malaysia and a member who is in 

good standing of one of the sponsoring churches. 
b) Genuine and proven Christian character and spirituality. 
c) Adequate pastoral and teaching experience. 
d) Possess pastoral sensitivity and adequate management skills.                                       
e) Commitment to pursuing a vision of training and equipping that is 

relevant to the needs of the contemporary Church. 
f) Must be a Master or Doctoral Degree holder. 

Procedure for Application: 
a) All applicants must be recommended by a STM Council Member or a 

Faculty member, who shall submit a recommendation letter. 
b) The recommended applicant must complete application form* and 

submit it together with a detail c.v., personal photograph, and medical 
examination report* in an envelope marked ‘Application for the Position 
of Principal’.  
* The forms and reference letters are to be obtained by emailing 
sokefong@stm2.edu.my. 

c) Three (3) reference letters*: Character and Ministry Reference (from the 
Head of Church); Academic Reference (from Thesis Supervisor); and 
Character Reference (from a Referee with good standing). 

d) All the above mentioned documents are to be submitted directly to: 
Bishop Dr Ong Hwai Teik, President of the STM Council 
The Methodist Church in Malaysia, 69, Jalan 5/31, 46000 Petaling Jaya. 

Closing Date: Application must reached Bishop Dr Ong Hwai Teik by 31 
March 2019 
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