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The Minister of Youth and Sports        
Visits the Methodist HQ

On 20 September the Minister of 
Youth and Sports, YB Dato’ Seri 

Azalina Dato’ Othman Said paid a 
visit to the Methodist HQ. This was 
part of her programme to dialogue 
with youth organizations, including 
the Boys’ Brigade and Girls’ Brigade 
at a later date.

Bishop Hwa Yung and the General 
Conference Youth Council (GCYC) 
members were at hand to welcome 
them. Bishop Hwa Yung welcomed the 

from the Ministry who accompanied 
Dato’ Seri Azalina, and offered a 
prayer for the country.

Rev. Chan Thiam Hee, Chairman 
of the GCYC, expressed on behalf of 
the Council members their delight and 
thanks for the time and effort taken to 
visit the organization. He welcomed 

the opportunity for dialogue with the 
Ministry. A short slide presentation was 
given on the structure and programmes 
of the youth in the Methodist Church.

YB Dato’ Seri Azalina shared about 
her desire to see a greater synergy 
and interaction with the various youth 
organizations in the country, hence her 
visits to them. She voiced her concern 
at the lack of studies and research on 
youths in the country, for example, 
the impact of globalization and 
Information & Computer Technology 
(ICT) on them.

Dato’ Seri Azalina also encouraged 
our youths to participate more in 
the programmes of the Ministry, 
and expressed her willingness to 
attend Methodist youth events if 
invited. In this way, besides just 
providing funding, a greater synergy 

can be forged between the goals 
of the Ministry and the Methodist 
youth programmes, for example, 
environmental issues, national unity 
& integration, and the like.

It was an encouragement to see the 
Minister of Youth take an interest 
in the youth organizations of the 
Methodist Church. This can be one 
avenue through which Methodist 
youths can contribute to the wider task 
of nation building.

Dato’ Seri  Azalina making a point.
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WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL
 CHAIRPERSON DELIVERS
 INTERNATIONAL LECTURES

Dr. John Barrett, Chairperson of 
the World Methodist Council, 

delivered the International Lecture 
Series at Martin Methodist College in 
Pulaski, Tennessee, USA October 15-
16. In a series of lectures presented 
over the two day period, Dr. Barrett 
spoke about Education, Ecumenism 
and Evangelism in World Methodism 
today, and addressed students, faculty 
and administration on the differences 
in Eastern and Western models of 
Education. Dr. Barrett is the Principal of 
the International Chinese Anglo School 
in Singapore, an endeavor launched by 
the Methodist Church of Singapore and 
the Singapore Government. During the 
event at Martin Methodist College, Dr 
Barrett and Dr. George Freeman, General 
Secretary of the World Methodist 
Council, were presented the College’s 
Presidential Medallion by President Ted 
Brown in recognition of the role of the 
World Methodist Council in the global 
Methodist/Wesleyan family today.

DIALOGUE WITH ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH CONTINUES
The ninth series of the International 
Dialogue Commission between the 
World Methodist Council and the 

meeting October 26 - November 2 at 
the Bose Monastery in Bose, Italy. 
The Commission meets during each 
quinquennium and will report to the 2011 
World Methodist Council when it meets 
in Durban, South Africa. Dr. Geoffrey 
Wainwright Co-Chairs the International 
Commission on behalf of the World 
Methodist Council. Bishop Michael 
Putney of Townsville, Australia, is the 
Catholic Co-Chair.

PRAYERS FOR PEACE 
– FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
The Executive Committee of the World 
Methodist Council is asking member 

Sunday in Advent, December 2. Each 

the Council is asked to include prayers 
for peace in their worship on December 
2. Advent marks the beginning of the 
Christian year, and the marks the season 
of waiting for the birth of Jesus Christ, 
the Prince of Peace. Resources to help 
congregations pray for peace are available 
at the Division of World Methodist 
Evangelism website: worldmethodist.org.

Communication has been sent on behalf 
of the World Methodist Council to 

Bishop Zothan Mawia of the Methodist 
Church of  Lower Myanmar,  and 
President C. Kapa of the Methodist 
Church of Upper Myanmar, reminding 
them of the prayers of the World Methodist 
Council family for their country and for 
the witness of their Church during the 
current political crisis that exists there. 
Member Churches are asked to continue 
to hold the country of Myanmar and 
Churches and their leadership in prayer 
as a peaceful resolution is sought to the 

WORLD METHODIST PEACE 
AWARD
The 2007 World Methodist Peace Award 
will be presented to Rev. Harold Good 
of the Methodist Church in Ireland in 
a ceremony at the Knock Methodist 
Church in Belfast, Ireland on Saturday, 
December 8, 2007. Rev. Good is being 
honored with the highest award from 
the World Methodist Council for his 
role in working for stability and peace 
in his Northern Ireland. The award is 
given by the World Methodist Council 
to individuals or groups who have made 

and reconciliation.

George H. Freeman, General Secretary 
World Methodist Council
georgefreeman@mindspring.com
www.worldmethodistcouncil.org

Rev. Harold Good, recipient of the 2007 
World Methodist Peace Award
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5-9 Wed-Sun TRAC Youth Leadership   

  Development Programme

  Retreat No.16
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16-17 Fri-Sat SPAC-MW 2nd 

17-20 Sat-Tue 32nd Session TAC
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Pelita Methodist is published monthly, 12 issues per year.

Malaysia

A Blessing To The Nations

Stadium Malawati Shah Alam

by Rev. Lenita Tiong

Page 12 CFM Statement

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Page 13 Foundation Manual: Youth Edition

MPC 2007 DVDs and Audio CDs

Page 14 Positions Available

Annual
Conferences?

What is Happening

in our



I

today living in Malaysia.

The Call of Abraham (Gen 12:1-3)

bumiputras or not, there is a more general 

you into a great nation and I will bless you; 

a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, 

goy
mispaha. These words are not 

The main point that is made here is that, 

Blessing to the Nations in Their Time

peoples and nations around them. We see this 
again and again in the stories about Abraham 

to note is that Abraham did not squabble with 

had begun to use Abraham to be a blessing 

4 A Blessing to the Nations

A Blessing
 to the Nations
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you will never be able to say, “I made Abram 

promises to bless him and to bless others 

would not squabble and moved away instead. 
Note that by moving away and yielding the 

But the interesting thing is that in 26:26-31, 

was with you; so we said, “There ought to be 

as we did not molest you but always treated 

spirits. What Laban essentially said was that 

as a slave, he was a blessing to his master, 

the surrounding nations: 
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We are Called to be a Blessing to 
the Nation (s)

promises to bless him and to use him to 

Lesson 1 - We are the spiritual descendants 
of Abraham (cf. Rom 9-11; esp. 9:8). We 

him and that, through him, all the nations or 

peoples. But the promise had already begun 

Lesson 2 - Unwelcomed and marginalized;
Yet a blessing to others: Abraham and 

enslaved and thrown into prison. They 

a manner that even those who may not 

Hindus, Muslims, and others.

Again, many Christians are in the 

most able leaders in the business world, 

Lesson 3 - Our security and our 
future are in God’s hands: Abraham 

promised to bless them and made them a 

Lesson 4 - Holiness and Integrity:

also had to grow in these areas. But 
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A Blessing to the Nations

national need arose, Pharoah turned to him 

little or no interest in religious things, the 

[John Wiley, 2004].) 

Christians who are dishonest and involved in 

Lesson 5 - Obedience: 
This brings us to the 

blessing to the nations 

both he and Sarah were beyond the age 

are willing to give our sons and daughters 

and missionaries. Others 
will go into various 

and universities, the media and mass 

salt and light in the world. Wherever they 

missionary that served in China in the 19th 

Her Calling to be a Blessing?

blessings that He has 
poured upon us and 
our nation. But we 

we live in tough 
times. Every one in 

have remained high,
and in some 

areas have 
gone worse. 



Corruption appears to have gone up 

to others. Crime rates have gone up, and 

the question that we must all answer is: Are 

many ways in Malaysia. But all these good 

But Christians, as the spiritual heirs 

others, to reverse the downward moral 

righteousness, and strive to be agents 

and all the peoples on earth will be blessed 

word to Abraham, I believe three things 

A Blessing to the Nations8
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Jaya.

their development, to support the heads 
Knowledge paper. In 2006 about 700 

statement.)

6th year) had about 560 and 3300

every year.

the nation.

STATEMENT FROM MALAYAN 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS’ COUNCIL

Knowledge_*

paper would be abolished. 
3000 by the year 2010.

MCSC 50th Anniversary
Thanksgiving Service
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Rmy brains, so she said. She has been 

pew. On the inside page, it read “Property 

wants to steal it, then the person would 
be spiritually impoverished and thus 

missing Bibles.

Years ago, when I was worshipping at 

Although the Bible had sentimental 

was his immediate response. 

would not marry a non Christian man. 

around the region. One day, when he was 

When Bibles
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Then sometime last year I heard this 

Doulos.The ship had gone to Malawi, 

About 10 years later when the ship 

redemption available to him in Jesus 

stolen Bible stories

de Oro (Philippines), my brother and I 

big one.

did not want to go to hell.  Maybe this 

He helped me study the Bible and I 

Pastor L, Bible Study Fellowship,
Mindanao, Philippines  

this port, Joel met a gentleman who was 

home, read it, and believed in Jesus. She 

21 - 24 June 1996 

that tells us, the gospel … is the power 

believes: (Romans 1:16)

training in righteousness. (2 Tim 3:16)

leather bound one. They are beyond the 

Another organization is also selling the 

Rev. Lenita Tiong
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T

maintaining harmony between the various 

the whole nation.

the Federal Constitution.

the Prime Minister that we are prepared to 

against those who promote religious 

other nations to emulate.

Bishop Dr. Paul Tan Chee Ing, SJ 

Dated: 9 November 2007

"It is only by lowering barriers, by 

swept Kenya and neighbouring nations 

said Kobia. 

witness requires us to develop new 

in his region revitalised their own 

their modern history. 

"It is no exaggeration to say that 

outside world as to their own." 

International

WCC general secretary the Rev. Samuel 
Kobia addresses the Global Christian 
Forum. Photo: Fredrick Nzwili/ENI (c)

AResponse to the Prime Minister’s Speech
at the General Assembly of UMNO  on November 8, 2007 
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sessions are now available. The DVD 

the two days at the Sunway Convention 
Centre as well as Stadium Malawati Shah 

sessions but not all are available. The 

Methodist Prayer Convention 2007

Foundation: Youth Edition

years old.

Foundation:Foundation: EditionEditionYouth EYouth EE

Contents

3. Jesus: Our Savior and Lord

7. Holy Communion: Remembering Jesus Available at TRAC Headquarters:
2, Jalan 5/39, 46000 Petaling Jaya,
Selangor D E.
Tel: 03-7954 2836

Description of Items                                                                                 $/Set

Handling/ Postage charges (WM-RM10, EM-RM15)

DVD Set (D1)

DVD Set (D2)

DVD Set (D3)

DVD Set (D4)

DVD Set (D5)

Audio CD

(CD1)

(CD2)

(CD3)

(CD4)

(CD5)

(CD6)

(CD7)

(CD8)

Set of 2 Audio CDs

Rev Morley Lee (Leadership & Spirituality) [Chinese]

Rev Khoo Cheng Hoot (Holy Living) [Chinese]

RM80

RM20

RM20

RM20

RM10

RM10

RM10

RM10

RM10

RM10

RM10

RM10

RM10
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Director of Youth Ministry. The 

youth ministry

The Pastor
Wesley Methodist Church Seremban

380, Jalan Kenanga 1,

Email:
Website: www.wesleysban.org.my

DIRECTOR OF

YOUTH MINISTRY
AT METHODIST CHURCH  SEREMBAN

The Methodist Church in Malaysia Recruitment Notice

Criteria:

Bahasa Malaysia. Knowledge in other languages 
is an added advantage.

Management or Estate Management.

.

Clerk
Criteria:

Driver for the Bishop
Criteria:

is an added advantage.

Interested please:

    2.  post your resume to Executive Secretary,
         No. 69 Jalan 5/31, 46000 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, or





Announcement

The Global Christian Forum

Nairobi (ENI).  A prominent 
Pentecostal leader has hailed a 

global gathering that has been described 
as bringing together the broadest range 
of Christian traditions ever assembled at 
a global meeting. 

"I am stunned. We have here what might 
be described as a new Pentecost," the 
Rev. Cecil (Mel) Robeck, an Assemblies 
of God minister from the United States, 
told about 240 Christian leaders attending 

the 6-9 November gathering near Nairobi 
called the Global Christian Forum. 

The leaders come from Protestant, 
Anglican, Orthodox, Catholic, Evangelical, 
Pentecostal and other churches from 
around the world. 

Robeck, a professor at Fuller Theological 
Seminary in California, is an expert 
in global Pentecostalism, a Christian 
renewal movement dating from the 
early 20th century.

Pentecostalism takes its name from 
Pentecost, the Christian festival that 
commemorates the descent of the 
Holy Spirit on the followers of Jesus, 
allowing them to understand each 
other although they did not speak the 
same language. 

It is now seen as one of the fastest 
growing Christian movements in the 
world, particularly in the Southern 
hemisphere. In the past, however, many 
Pentecostals have not been part of the 
organized movement for Christian unity 

symbolised by the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. 

The Kenya forum aims to include all 
streams of Christianity, including those 
which have not been "in conversation" 
with one another, the WCC said. 

"Some would have said that this event 
was not possible, but here we are," said 
WCC general secretary the Rev. Samuel 
Kobia, addressing forum participants on 
6 November. 

The forum idea was originally 
proposed in the mid-1990s by the Rev. 
Konrad Raiser, a German theologian 
who was then WCC general secretary. 

He said it could reach out to Roman 
Catholic, Pentecostal and Evangelical 
churches that do not belong to the 
Geneva-based grouping, whose 
347 member churches are drawn 
predominantly from Protestant, 
Anglican and Orthodox traditions.
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The Rev. Cecil Robeck addresses the 
Global Christian Forum. Photo: Fredrick 
Nzwili/ ENI (c)
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