
VOLUME 39, NO. 1
VOLUME 45, NO. 6&7 

JUNE/JULY 2019

PP 3233/01/2013 (031518)



2

The Christian Federation of Malaysia (CFM) Exco and Heads of Churches of the Council of Churches of Malaysia 
(CCM) “Luther and Vatican Ecumenical Study Trip” [24 May - 4 June 2019 delegation meeting with the Ambassador, 
His Excellency Westmoreland E. Palon, Mrs. Palon and Embassy Staff at the Holy See [in Rome]

“Luther And Vatican Ecumenical Study Trip”
24 May - 4 June 2019 (Article on Page 4)
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Unity in Ecumenicity 
– The Luther and Vatican Ecumenical Study Trip 2019

The Christian Federation of Malaysia (CFM) Exco and 
Heads of Churches of the Council of Churches of Ma-
laysia (CCM) jointly organised a “Luther & Vatican Ecu-

menical Study Trip” on 24 May – 4 June 2019.

This marks for the first time such an ecumenical endeavour is 
undertaken whereby some leaders from the Lutheran, Catholic, 
Anglican, Methodist, Salvation Army and National Evangelical 
Fellowship, came together to foster a deeper ecumenical spirit 
locally as well as with the global body of Christ. This is facilitat-
ed by tracing the “biographical footsteps” and works of Martin 
Luther in Germany and making connections with the Catholic 
Church in Rome.

The participants of this Ecumenical Study Trip included Bishop 
Dr Ong Hwai Teik, Bishop of the Methodist Church, Bishop 
Aaron Yap of the Lutheran Church of Malaysia, Bishop Danald 
Jute of the Anglican Diocese of Sarawak & Brunei, Bishop Da-
tuk Melter Jiki Nais, Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Sabah, 
Archbishop Datuk Ng Moon Hing, Bishop of the Anglican Dio- 
ceses of West Malaysia and Primate of  SEA, Mr Tan Kong 
Beng, Executive Secretary of CFM, Rev Andy Chi, General 
Secretary of the National Evangelical Christian Fellowship, Rev 
Fr George Harrison, Parish Priest of the Church of the Visita-
tion, and other CFM Exco members and CCM Heads of Church-
es who were accompanied by their spouses. President Ezra Kok 
[CAC] and President Tie King Tai [SCAC] were also part of this 
delegation.

The itinerary began with our arrival at Neuendettelsau, Bavaria, 
which is about 2 hours drive from Munich, and situated 20 miles 
southwest of Nuremberg. We were most impressed by the clean-
liness, beautiful, well planned and organised social and living 
environment of Germany.

The Headquarters of the Mission EineWelt [MEW] or Mission 
One World of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria is 

located here. It is the Mission One World that made it possible 
for our Ecumenical Study trip through their generous hospitality 
based on a strong conviction of the need for global ecumenical 
unity. The MEW is “committed to the Christian testimony in 
word and deed and it stands up for justice, peace and the pre- 
servation of the Creation.” It has connections and work relations 
with church institutions and projects in 32 countries, the oldest 
being with Papua New Guinea since 133 years ago.

The visit to the local Augustana Lutheran seminary [since 
1947] was very profitable as we heard a presentation on “Lu-
ther and the Reformation” by Prof Dr Gury Schneider-Ludorf. 
She enlightened us on Martin Luther’s powerful tract in 1520 
at Wittenberg – To the Christian Nobility of the German Nation 
concerning the Reform of the Christian Estate that powerfully 
created spiritual, political, social and economic changes in 16th 
century Germany. Martin Luther, by God’s sovereign provi-
dence, expounded a theology that had far reaching reforming 
effects in shifting responsibility and authority for the welfare of 
the state and people to the secular authorities, ensuring access 
of the Bible for everyone through his translation. That led to 
wide-spread educational initiatives of the founding of schools 
and universities and strategic impact on art, culture, literature, 
music and architecture.

Another memorable highlight was the visit to the Protestant 
Church Central Germany in Erfurt where we witnessed how 
the local pastor and congregation share their premises and some 
worship services and community outreaches with the Augustini-
an monks. It was most heart-warming to hear from Rev Gabriele 
Lipski, Father Yakob and Fr Matthias how “we use everything 
together, we worship together” - in very concrete and practical 
ways.

We visited the remarkable Asisi Panorama “Luther 1517” - a 
360° panorama (cyclorama) that provides a lively recreation of 
Wittenberg at the time of Martin Luther, his wife Katharina von 
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Bora and his fellow Reformer Justus Jonas. This presentation of 
life in the medieval ages using lighting, art and spatial manipu-
lation to create an unforgettable educational and mind-opening 
experience - is best experienced personally, rather than describ-
ing it on paper!

This was followed by the delegation led by Bishop Dr Ong 
Hwai Teik and Bishop Aaron Yap in planting of the CFM spon-
sored tree on 29 May 2019 at the Lutheran World Federation 
Luther Garden [set up to commemorate 500 years of the Re- 
formation with the planting of 500 trees]. [All in the delegation 
participated in the act of planting and watering]. There are 11 
denominations and major church networks from 101 countries 
participating, with 37 varieties of trees planted. Martin Luther 
had reportedly said, “Even if I knew that the world were to 
collapse tomorrow, I would still plant my apple tree today”. In 
2017, Lutheran churches commemorated the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation (Jubilee) here as it had its beginnings in Lu-
therstadt Wittenberg.

Our stay in Germany ended on 31 May with a visit to the head 
office of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bavaria in Mu-
nich. There we had a constructive exchange on ecumenism and 
global issues relevant to the witness of the Church as we met 
Bishop Dr Heinrich Bedford-Strohm, who is also chairman of 
the EKD, a German umbrella organization of Protestant, Luther-
an and reformist churches [like our CFM].

The next leg was to Rome to visit the Holy See at which time, 
8 of the 26 in the delegation had to leave for home. Apart from 
the dazzling architectural sights and wonders in the ancient Ba-
silicas, Catacomb, Colosseum, Pantheon, the Scavi [site of the 
bones of St Peter] and the Vatican Museum, we were regaled 
with stories, legends and traditions by a most competent tourist 
guide who made the past come alive.

She gave us insights and increased our understanding of the re-
ligious life of the Catholic faith and of great personalities of 
our Christian faith when we visited the basilicas dedicated to St 
Peter, St John and St Paul.

The other highlights in Rome included our visit on 3 June to 
the Malaysian Embassy in the Holy See where we were warm-
ly welcomed and accorded thoughtful Malaysian hospitality for 
lunch! We are so glad and honoured to be able to visit, dialogue 
and share a meal with the Malaysian community in the Vati-
can, hosted by the Ambassador, His Excellency Westmoreland 
E Palon and his wife and staff - who did most of the cooking!

We were warmly received by Cardinal Kurt Koch who heads 
the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity [PCPCU 
was set up by Pope John XXIII on 5 June 1960] on the next day. 
We learnt of the serious intention of achieving Christian unity 
via great efforts made by the Vatican in which it is engaged in 
international theological dialogue with at least 15 Churches and 
World Communions [including the Anglican Communion, the 
Lutheran World Federation, the World Communion of Reformed 
Churches, the World Methodist Council, the Baptist World Al-
liance, some Pentecostal groups and the World Evangelical 
Alliance]. Specific PCPCU officials are allocated to work with 

different World Communions and Denominations. There is also 
a Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue.

This Ecumenical Study Trip, has unequivocally enriched the ec-
umenical fellowship within our delegation and fostered greater 
understanding, deepened friendships and unity as we come from 
different Christian traditions and denominations. We are further 
challenged to pursue unity in ecumenicity as we have been 
touched by the openness and warmth of the international Lu-
theran and Roman Catholic Communions. They have expressed 
their earnest sincerity in pursuing ecumenical unity by the way 
they so authentically and generously received and connected 
with our delegation.

We are again reminded of the great and sovereign providence 
of God, Who “in the fullness of time” – raised a man like Mar-
tin Luther who worked in a team with Philip Melanchthon [the 
first systematic theologian of the Protestant Reformation, intel-
lectual leader of the Lutheran Reformation, and an influential 
designer of educational systems] and Lucas Cranach the Elder 
[German Renaissance painter and printmaker in woodcut and 
engraving]. Martin Luther was also aided by the timely inven-
tion of the printing press by Gutenberg and protected by Fried-
erich the Wise from being assassinated. [Frederick III, Prince 
of Saxony worked for constitutional reform of the Holy Roman 
Empire and protected Martin Luther at a crucial period for the 
early Reformation].

We were reminded and inspired by the first hand exposure to the 
colossal and serious effort put in at a global level by the very 
much older and bigger historic denominations in intentionally 
pursuing unity in ecumenicity, that will authenticate the witness 
of the Lord’s Church. The current “next great step” in  Christen-
dom, in an age and a world that seeks unity, is demonstrating the 
reality of Christian unity. Christians possess little moral autho- 
rity as messengers of the Gospel of reconciliation – unless we 
can demonstrate to a watching divided world that despite our 
denominations, we are “all one in Christ Jesus.” We need to let 
our unity in Christ shine through even though we do not disband 
our denominations. The risen Christ as reality of the heart and 
source of our fellowship must be affirmed; this basis should not 
be displaced by other substitutes. It is said that the measure of 
our maturity can be and is measured by the breadth and depth of 
our capacity for fellowship with other Christians.

In this unforgettable historic study tour, one refreshed partici-
pant said, “We were able to enjoy our study tour amidst much 
learning, self-reflection and personal transformation and fellow-
ship.” Another sums up the priceless experience of this trip with 
these word: “All in all, this has been an eye opener for all those 
who participated in this study. This tour has indeed opened a 
whole new world of love, understanding and unity amongst the 
Churches.”

Bishop Dr Ong Hwai Teik 
Vice-chairman
Christian Federation of Malaysia
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Features News from SCAC

Feeling the Pulse of  
Lighthouse Kapit

Heading to the Interior Heartland 
It was 7:30 am on Saturday 15th June 2019. Five of us from 
Emmanuel Methodist Church Bintulu embarked on a three-
hour journey from Sibu to Kapit, the heartland of the upper 
Rajang basin. As the express boat manoeuvred out from the 
jetty, I started to reminisce my days in Kapit some 38 years 
ago when I was a young medical officer at the Kapit Hos-
pital. I looked forward to the hospitality of the Ibans, the 
delicacy of the local fresh water fish, dabai and wild boar 
meat among others.

Dr Lee CS, chairman of the Board of Ministries of Light-
house Kapit, greeted us as we alighted from the boat. As we 
stepped out of the wharf, I could not believe what my eyes 
beheld. Traffic jam! The whole town was different from what 
I remembered. Once vacant lands in the town are occupied 
by buildings. The town was bustling with people and shops 

running brisk businesses. The markets too were teeming with 
life and shoppers. Many more shops were under construc-
tion. Even the town football field was not spared! 

From what I gathered, the town has not be coping well with 
the rapid influx of young families from rural Iban longhouses 
over the last few years. Due to the closure of many logging 
camps, most of the experienced local timber workers have 
left to work in logging camps overseas, sending home their 
lucrative salaries. It has become the trend for them to move 
their families to the town area. As each family needs a house 
and a car, one can only imagine the impact on the socio-eco-
nomic health of the town. The young people are obviously 
exposed to life challenges they are not prepared for. Many 
struggle with their faith and moral values while adjusting 
their lives to the changing culture.

Is there any hope for the weary and vulnerable young so-
journers? We believe that Lighthouse Kapit provides the an-
swer. An unwavering beacon of light shines forth from the 
Lighthouse Kapit guiding the seekers to the right path.

The Lighthouse Ministries 
As its name implies, the Lighthouse serves to throw light in 
the paths of the youths living in the midst of social storms 
and in the rough sea of life, which is strewn with hidden 
rocks. Lighthouse gives hope by providing them with love, 
care and guidance. The Lighthouse building is a convert-
ed 50-year old Methodist girls’ hostel. It also aims to be a 
friendly Youth Centre. It is also a platform for birthing the 
wave of a much needed revival among the Iban community.

8
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Strategically located between SK Methodist Kapit and SMK 
Kapit, the Lighthouse is within walking distance from the 
town centre. The facelift and renovation work began in Jan 
2017. May 1st 2019 marked the historical dedication of the 
building officiated by Bishop Rev Ong Hwai Teik. As we 
watched a video of the worship during the Official Opening 
Celebration that night, I was deeply moved. This has to be 
the beginning of a spiritual breakthrough!

Through the unity of God’s people, this landmark was es-
tablished for His glory. It had started with the brainstorming 
session on the community needs by the Sarawak Iban An-
nual Conference (SIAC) in 2015, followed by the sharing 
of the vision with leaders of the local churches as well as 
with various NGOs. The notion of the Lighthouse was con-
solidated during the Prayer Revival Seminar of SIAC held 
in Kapit in April 2016. In summary, the Lighthouse would 
not have been possible without the help and contributions 
from its many partners who have also synergically generat-
ed a series of kingdom-minded ministries through engaging, 
equipping and empowering the communities with its holis-
tic initiatives. Lighthouse Kapit focuses on five key thrusts, 
namely, students and youth, women’s welfare, outreach, eco-
nomic transformation and social concerns. The reactivation 
of the Teachers’ Christian Fellowship marks another signif-
icant milestone in realising the effectiveness of the students 
program held at the Lighthouse.

Winning the Next Generation
The ISCF Camp was running when we checked into the guest 
rooms at the Lighthouse. More than sixty children from three 
primary schools led by their teachers and facilitators were 
then busy discussing their group skits according to what they 
had just learnt.

The primary school pupils were introduced to the “5 Princi-
ples of The Way”, encouraging them to be on a journey of 
following Jesus. At the altar call during the last session the 
next day, we witnessed an almost 100% response to be the 
followers of Jesus. Many were touched by the Holy Spirit 
and were in tears during the commitment prayer.

The camps for the secondary and primary school children 
are run on alternate months. Participants at the camps for 
secondary school students journey through a series of 7-10 
lessons extracted from “Standing Strong through the Storm” 
discipleship program.

About 1,600 students have been blessed since its commence-
ment in early 2018. It has been a very fulfilling ministry. The 
testimonies of the participants, with confirmations from their 
parents and teachers on life transformation, attest to it. The 
initiation in strengthening the basic essentials of Christian 
faith foundation and the subsequent follow up by their teach-
ers bear equal importance in the strategy of shaping their 
lives to face future challenges.

Meeting the Spiritual Hunger
One cannot deny the existing spiritual hunger of the commu-
nity. Their spiritual decline is obvious. Perhaps the church 
should ask whether it has been neglectful in contributing to 
the spiritual development of its members.

The spiritual roots of the Iban community here date back 
some 70 years. In 1959, the American missionaries built the 
first Mission House at Nanga Mujong, about 45 minutes’ 
drive from town today. The chapel is still standing. They also 
started Christ Hospital in Kapit. The first thing I did when 
I revisited the hospital was to look for the foundation stone 



laid by Bishop Hobart in 1959. This building was handed 
over to the government in 1974 and became the old wing 
when the new hospital was built. The contributions by the 
American Methodist Mission in terms of infrastructure, hu-
man resources development, education and healthcare pro-
gramme are well archived.

Though the hospital was taken over by the government, the 
Mission-sponsored Community Health Education and Mo-
tivation Programme (Chempro) was set up and continued 
to serve the Iban community under the church. However, 
Chempro has not been active for about a decade. Can Light-
house Kapit revive Chempro and continue to be an agent of 
change and blessing like before?

We were told that over the last seven decades, about 300 Iban 
longhouses have been reached in this region. However, pass-
ing on the spiritual legacy to the younger generations is not 
evident. In spite of this set back, we sensed their spiritual 
hunger during our longhouse ministry that night. Even the 
Tuai Rumah volunteered to be our driver! The residents par-
ticipated actively in our programs which included a health 
talk and free blood pressure checking before worship, gos-
pel sharing, altar call and prayer for the sick.  It was a very 
meaningful and fruitful night. It had been a long while since 
the last time an event of such nature took place here. We dis-
tributed the bibles and recommended them to use the audio 
Bub Kudus.

Before we departed, a lady told us that a group of them had in 
recent months been having bi-weekly bible studies with two 
lady missionaries. It was disturbing that the missionaries had 
been distributing Watchtower publications and teaching her-
esy to these spiritually hungry longhouse ladies. How many 
ladies in other longhouses have they reached out to?

Does the church have any plan for regular pastoral visits to 
all the longhouses? Is there any strategy to train the tuai sem-
bayang (worship leader) of individual longhouses to conduct 
their own bible studies? How does the church equip them 
to defend their faith and beliefs when challenged by those 

who confuse or challenge them? These are crucial questions 
which demand urgent answers and concrete actions. There is 
no time to linger!

The Urgency
After church the next morning, our friend took us on an 
eye-opening ride around Kapit, running commentaries and 
all. We learnt that unwed teenage pregnancies here is the 
highest in Sarawak. Truancy, alcoholism, drug addiction 
among the teenagers is sadly on the rise. There appears to 
be an acute shortage of space and place for healthy activities 
for the youth. Despite the uphill task, our friend’s spirit is not 
dampened. We encouraged her to continue her voluntary ser-
vices in the town and Lighthouse ministries, to bring about a 
positive transformation in Kapit.

There is an urgent need to transform the social and spiritual 
landscape. The Lighthouse has turned on the light. Its holis-
tic interventions are not just defensive but rather it takes the 
offensive. We have seen the leading and the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Everyone is excited that the Sibu-Kapit road will be official-
ly opened soon. Road accessibility is definitely a blessing but 
the question is “Are we willing to move faster than others 
in our ministry for God’s kingdom?” Are we already on our 
pathway to galvanize the leaders to action before it is too 
late?

We praise God as we see Lighthouse Kapit gaining momen-
tum in seeking God’s favour in this heartland. We must also 
realize that the imminent challenges and the fight against the 
spiritual forces and social ills and causes are far from over.  
Will Lighthouse Kapit be able to recruit more workers to nur-
ture the youths and equip the folks in the longhouses in their 
faith formation? Will the Lighthouse be able to embark on 
building a youth centre to provide  healthy activities on the 
empty lot next to the present building?

Our team was only able to feel the pulse of Lighthouse Kapit 
during our short visit. As we departed after lunch, my heart 
was singing praises and thanksgiving for the Lighthouse. We 
shall continue to uphold the Lighthouse in prayer so that its 
ministries will always be aligned to God’s own heart. My 
salute to all who have been working so painstakingly for the 
people of this heartland whom God has never abandoned.

“I have heard the prayer and plea you have made before 
me; I have consecrated this temple, which you have built, by 
putting my Name there forever. My eyes and my heart will al-
ways be there.” (1 Kings 9:3) May His name be magnified in 
this Lighthouse forever and may it  bring blessings of eternal 
value for many more generations to come.

Dr Wong Sung Ging
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Marie A. Oldham, widow of Bishop William Fitzjames Old-
ham, died October 12th at the age of eighty-one, and was 
buried beside her husband in Forest Lawn, Glendale, Cali-
fornia.

Born in Banglore, India, Marie Oldham came from a fine 
Christian family, and it was at the evangelistic meeting to 
which he went “out of curiosity” that William Oldham first 
saw his future bride. After he had decided to dedicate his 
life to God’s service it was natural that he should become 
acquainted with the young girl who was so much intersted in 
all the church was doing. Three years later they were married 
and when later the Mission decided that Oldham should go 
to America to study. Mrs. Oldham urged him to go, though it 
meant a long separation. After three years she, too, went to 
America, where she spent her time studying and acquainting 
the women of America with conditions in far-off and little 
known India.

When the Oldhams returned to India, supposing that he 
would be given a school some place in India, they were told 
that they had been appointed to open work in Singapore. The 
announcement was a blow, and Dr. Thoburn asked, “Will 
you go?”

It was Marie Oldham who answered, “Doctor Thoburn, if we 
are appointed to Singapore, we will go to Singapore.”

That was characteristic of Mrs. Oldham and one can appreci-
ate the sincerity of Bishop Oldham’s opening sentence in his 
address given on the occasion of his seventy-fifth birthday:

“Let me begin by saying that this is Mrs. Oldham—and she 
is the secret of the family.”

Only a brave woman would have been willing to go to Sin-
gapore under the circumstances “Make your own way.” Yet 
she rose to the challenge, as she did to every challenge that 
came to them.

The name Oldham is revered in Malaya as much for Marie 
Oldham as for Bishop Oldham, and the same is true in South 
America and in the United States. She was a tiny lady, not 
reaching her husband’s shoulder, but full of energy and vi-
vacity, practical yet sympathetic.

In 1934 when permission was asked to dedicate “Malaysia 
Mosaic” to Bishop Oldham, his answer came back: “I would 
make one alteration, and that is that you add the name of 
Marie A. Oldham to mine. The work could not have been 
done without her.”

During the last years of his life, Bishop Oldham was an inva-
lid and the Oldhams returned to Bangalore to live. Mrs. Old-
ham nursed her husband with untiring devotion and when 
they came to Malaya to celebrate the fiftheth anniversary 
of the founding of the Mission people were amazed at the 
strength of that frail little lady of seventy-seven.

From Malaya the Oldhams went to America, their adopted 
country, to live in the mild climate of southern California. 
During the last five months Mrs. Oldham was confined to her 
bed and she was unaware that God had called her husband 
home.

Bishop Oldham ended his address nine years ago, “And after 
I have gone, the span of my years will be surpassed by this 
dear little lady who sits by my side.” But not for long, for 
only a few short months separated them.

The Malaysia Message
Vol. 48 No. 12
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Essay Hari Ini Dalam Sejarah Methodist 
Pelita is beginning a new series of rediscovering some of our Methodist roots and history.

Marie A. Oldham 

Cost :RM 10,488                 
Date :29th OCT – 9th NOV’19    
Inclusive :  Air Ticket , 4*or 5* 
Resorts, Breakfast, Lunch & 
Dinner, Visa , Tips,                                                 
Sightseeing entrances.                                        
Kindly call, whatsapp or email 
for itinerary.                      
Contact : Pastor Nathan                                                                  
Tel:066314691/0133945021                                 
/0169979067                                                                    
email: emc70@hotmail.com                                     
Eklesia Mission Centre 
(NS0060780-M)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
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