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We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus
Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the
Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand

of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and
the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the
prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic*
and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the
dead,
and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

*universal
(The Nicene Creed is the second oldest widely used Christian creed,

following the earlier baptismal formulations that developed into the Apostles’ Creed.)
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The Nicene Creed

By Rev Dr T. Jeyakumar
Bishop of The Methodist Church in Malaysia

(11 e believe in one God, the Father
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only
begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father,
Light of light, Very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the
Father; by whom all things were made; who,
for us and for our salvation, came down from
heaven, was incarnate, and became man; He
suffered, and on the third day He rose again,
ascended into heaven, and from there He shall
come to judge both the living and the dead,;
and in the Holy Spirit.”

The original Nicene Creed of A.D. 325, as
stated above, was formulated to affirm
biblical truth and counter the false teachings
attributed to Arius, whose heresy disturbed
the Church for more than half a century. Later,
in A.D. 381, additional wording was included
to clarify the nature of the Holy Spirit, and
subsequently, in A.D. 589, the Filioque clause
(“and the Son”) was added to address the
relationship between the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.

This year, Christian churches are
commemorating the 17700th anniversary

of the opening of the first ecumenical

council, held in Nicaea in 325. The Council is
primarily remembered for the Nicene Creed

it established. The Nicene Creed is recited by
Christians as a statement of faith in the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit as one God, and affirms
that Jesus was not made (as Arius claimed)
but is of one substance with the Father. The
Creed reflects the truth found in John 1:1-2 and
Philippians 2:5-7 that Jesus Christ is God.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning.” (John 1:1-2, NIV)

“Your attitude should be the same as that of
Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something
to be grasped, but made himself nothing,
taking the very nature of a servant, being
made in human likeness.” (Philippians 2:5-7,
NIV)

Methodists do not view creeds as equal to
the Bible. To us, creeds are subordinate to
Scripture. However, they are valuable when
they align with the Bible. The Nicene Creed,
for example, was expanded at least twice to
address emerging false teachings, whereas
the Bible is perfect and infallible. The Bible
is God’s word to us, while the creeds are
man-made confessions meant to reflect the
doctrines found in the Bible.

Creeds originally emerged in the context of
baptism. They were public statements of faith
by believers, expressing what they believed
about the doctrines of the Bible. Take, for
instance, the Nicene Creed; it summarizes
belief in God and helps believers articulate
their faith.

In an age where heresies persist, we need
to help believers understand their Christian
faith by teaching the Bible first. We can then
present the creeds as a summarized version
of our beliefs based on Scripture, helping
us remember the essentials of our faith,

the controversies of the past that sought

to undermine our faith, and the sacrifices
believers made to guard and preserve the
biblical truths, sometimes at the cost of
their own lives.

Methodist Prayer Convention
1-2 May 2025 | Iban Methodist Church, Miri City, Sarawak

Theme: Prayer and Action — Building Hope Together (James 2:17)
“In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” — James 2:17

Convention Report

total of 188 participants from five

districts of the Iban Methodist Church
across Sarawak and Johor gathered for the
Methodist Prayer Convention on 1-2 May 2025
at the Iban Methodist Church in Miri City. The
convention, carrying the theme “Prayer and
Action: Building Hope Together” based on
James 2:17, served as a platform for God’s
people to be equipped and united.

Bishop Dr T. Jeyakumar and President Bonnie
Sedau led the preaching and teaching
throughout the convention. Through sessions
of lectures, prayer, and worship, participants
were called to activate their faith through
acts of love and service, grounded in the
spirit of Revival in Methodism (Psalm 85:6),
with a foundation in John Wesley’s teachings.
President Bonnie emphasized Living in Prayer.

Convention Highlights

* Praise and Worship: Led by a combined
worship team.

* Prayer Sessions: Deepening personal
relationship with God.

e Forum and Discussion: Addressing current
prayer ministry issues and challenges.

* Healing and Deliverance Sessions: Many
participants experienced spiritual
restoration and deliverance.

Testimony: From Darkness to Light

“l was once bound by the practices of dark
powers. But through deliverance prayer, | was
set free and received Jesus. Now | serve to
help others who are still in bondage. God is
using me to bring light.” — Participant, Sarikei
District

Affirmation and Commissioning

The convention concluded with a session of
prayer and commissioning. All participants
were affirmed and sent back to their
respective churches, carrying a renewed spirit
for ministry in prayer and action.

Atmosphere of prayer and worship

Sermon delivery by Bishop and President

Testimony and Healing Session

Prayer and
Commissioning
Session

Prayer Space: Prayer for Our Church

Lord, fill us with the power of Your Holy Spirit.
Strengthen us to live in prayer and acts of love. Use
our church to be a light in the midst of the community.
Unite us in forgiveness and peace. Amen.
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A Renewed Mission

140th Anniversary Celebration Methodist Charity Run

(Kuala Lumpur)
By Jacqueline

s dawn broke on Saturday, April 26, the

140th Anniversary Celebration Methodist
Charity Run kicked off simultaneously in
Kuala Lumpur, Penang, Sarawak, and Sabah.
More than just a fundraiser for the Methodist
Crisis Relief and Development Fund, the
run was a celebration of faith, unity, and
compassion across generations.

Kuala Lumpur saw an especially enthusiastic
turnout, with around 4,700 participants
gathering in high spirits. The crowd pulsed
with energy, each runner adding to the
vibrant sense of purpose in the air.

During the opening ceremony, Mr Jacob Lee,
Chair of the Crisis Relief and Development
Council, reflected on the deeper meaning of
the event. “This run is a powerful reminder
of the unity we hold in serving others,”

he shared. “For 140 years, the Methodist
Church has journeyed forward by God’s
grace. Through every trial and triumph,

we’ve remained committed to serving our
communities and responding to the world
with Christ’s love.”

Rev Dr T. Jeyakumar, Bishop of The Methodist
Church in Malaysia, later announced that

over 11,000 people had joined the event
nationwide. He expressed deep appreciation
for the partnership between church
departments and corporate sponsors,

saying, “It is this spirit of collaboration that
transforms a charity run into a nationwide
movement of love. This event shows the
strength and unity of the faith community.”

Rev Joshua Khong, President of the Trinity
Annual Conference, led a prayer, encouraging
all runners to run with joy and gratitude.

“Let this be more than just a run. Let it be a
memory that stays with you and a response
of thankfulness to God,” he said. “This run is
a witness of those who love God and their
country.”
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During the starting ceremony, the 10km group
was flagged off by Bishop Jeyakumar, with
Mr Jacob Lee sounding the whistle; the 5km
group was flagged off by President of the
Chinese Annual Conference, Rev Liew Kek
Ming, with Chinese Annual Conference Lay
leader and Chairman of the Methodist Relief
and Development Ministry, Mr Ling Wee
Keat, sounding the whistle; the 2km group
was flagged off by Rev Joshua Khong, with
Mr Lim Kah Cheng, representative of the
Methodist Council of Education, sounding
the whistle. As the whistle cut through the
morning air, the atmosphere at the scene
instantly heated up, and the runners surged
forward.

On the track, stories unfolded with every
step — families walking hand in hand, elderly
participants moving steadily forward, and
young people dashing with enthusiasm.

They moved at different speeds, but shared a
common goal: running for faith, running with
love.

A father and daughter, running side by side,

sharing the joy of the journey

At that moment, the oldest runner came from
Mega Chinese Methodist Church — a 93-year-
old elder who completed the entire 10km.
With every step, he embodied the strength

of faith, proving that the power to run is not
defined by age, but by an unwavering passion
within the heart.

One runner put it simply: “I’'m not here to win.
I’'m here to finish.” That sentiment captured
the true spirit of the event — it’s not about
being first, but about staying faithful to the
journey God has entrusted to us.

Though the run has ended, the mission
continues. The finish line marked not a
conclusion, but a new beginning. Tracks

may end, but love keeps moving. Our steps
may pause, but our calling endures. This
generation run not just for today, but to light
the way for the next. We are not just covering
2km, 5km or 10km — we are running the
course that leads to eternity.

At 93, he’s still on the run—faith
never rests!

Run completed, Mission continues
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Pre-Run EMC Group Photos Warm up exercise
with Joash Padman

as the Champion

Sunday School team ready to go
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Methodist Charity Run

By Steven Tee, Emmanuel Methodist Church Petaling Jaya

aturday, April 26, 2025 - in the early hours

before 5am, my wife and | woke up to
prepare the kids and make our drive to Mranti
Park, Bukit Jalil. We were coming from Klang
and it was a long drive. The kids continued
their sleep in the car but | could not, since |
was driving! Then when we arrived at Mranti
Park, all my “sleepy-ness” left me - we were
excited to see so many people were already
there, way before sunrise!

Our 96-strong contingent comprising

men, women and children from Emmanuel
Methodist Church, PJ came from two main
ministries - Sunday School (kids, parents and
teachers) and the Parents Support Group
(parents with special needs children) plus
other church members.

Before the flag off, there were programmes
and speeches from the stage, including
warming up exercises but most people were
more excited taking photos and chatting
with friends that we rarely meet outside

of church. And yes, now we come in
‘oneness’, in uniform t-shirts, to ‘sweat’ and
‘run hard’ together; so different from sitting
comfortably in church during service, or

the makan fellowship that we usually have
after service. The children were the most
energetic, even before the run, they were
running around with their friends, and going
to the photo booth dragging their half sleepy
parents with them!

Finally, it was time for the flag off and the
10km runners went first followed by the 5km
runners and lastly the 2km walkers! It was

so good to see so many people with the
same coloured t-shirts starting the journey
together. Some at the very front, shot off
like ‘Superman’ whilst others, like me, took a
slow walk. Children and youths ran or walked
alongside each other and older participants
just walked and chatted along the way. It was
actually a good time to catch up and have
more deeper conversations.
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It dawned on me that the run was very much
like when we first believed in Christ - we start
on our journey, everyone starting from the
same place; none will be in front or behind.
The journey may be long or short, but if we
keep to the course, we will all end at the
finish line, which is the salvation that God has
granted us. Along the way some may go fast,
some may go slow, some may walk alone,
whilst some others may walk in groups but
however we walk, God is certainly with us.
The people we meet along the way, the

Starting line for 2km walkers!

sceneries we see and the experience along
the journey, is the grace and mercy God
shows to us. As God’s children and disciples
of Christ, we are here to edify, encourage and
enable others, so that their journey is filled
with love and peace, before we complete our
journey in this temporary world.

When we reached the finish line, many have
already completed the course; taking photos
with their medals, heading for the food and
drink stalls or planning for breakfast!

Our thanks go to the organisers who worked
really hard for this event, the many volunteers
who were doing everything from guiding
participants, course management and traffic
control, the first-aiders who were ever ready
to help, and many, many more.

We praise and thank God for the many
wonderful people in our journey. Truly, only
God deserves all the honour and glory.

PSG group at the Finish Line Proudly showing off their medals 10km runners
Thank you Thank you Crowded 100plus store Food carnival after the run!
first aiders! volunteers!
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Charity Run and Carnival to Celebrate

140 Years of Methodist Church in Malaysia

n conjunction with the 140th anniversary of
The Methodist Church in Malaysia (MCM),
a Charity Run and Community Carnival was
held at Wesley Methodist School Penang
International on Saturday, April 26, 2025.
The event brought together more than 1,400
registered runners and members of the wider
community for a morning of celebration,
unity, and compassion.

Proceeds from the carnival would be
channeled towards Methodist Crisis Relief &
Development (MCRD) which provides disaster
and humanitarian aid not only in Malaysia, but

also abroad. Most recently, MCRD extended
emergency support to communities in
Myanmar following the recent earthquakes.

Guest of Honour, YB Hannah Yeoh, Minister
of Youth and Sports, flagged off the event
together with VIPs including Penang EXCO
for Youth, Sports and Health YB Daniel Gooi,
MP for Jelutong RSN Rayer, President of the
Tamil Annual Conference, Rev Dr Dennis Raj
and Mr Daniel Khoo, General Conference
Secretary of The Methodist Church in
Malaysia.
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“This is something very precious about our
older generation, whether they can walk or
run, they will make themselves present when

committed to a cause,” said YB Hannah Yeoh.

“l hope our children will learn from the older
generation.”

“This event is both a celebration and a call
to serve,” said Mr Daniel Khoo. “While we
honour 140 years of Methodist witness

in Malaysia, we also look forward with a
continued commitment to community care
and humanitarian action.”

The Charity Run featured 2km and

5km categories, open to pre-registered
participants. Following the run, a Community
Carnival ran from 7:30am to 12:00noon
featuring food stalls, games and health and
wellness booths.
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In Sabah, the MCRD Charity Run was organized
simultaneously across Kota Kinabalu, Sandakan,
Lahad Datu, Tawau and Labuan which saw

over 1000 participants joining in the spirit of
compassion and community service.

The fund-raising target of RM100,000

was surpassed and Organizing Committee

Chairperson, Mr Farid Hii, in his welcome

address, thanked all participants, sponsors

and volunteers for their wholehearted support.

“This meaningful event would not have been

possible without the unity and effort of

everyone involved,” he said. “We are truly grateful for the overwhelming response and believe
these funds will become a timely blessing for many disaster victims, spreading hope and warmth.”

Participants completed a 5km run and the event was enlivened by performances, lucky draws and
charity stalls - embodying the Methodist Church’s long-standing commitment to serving society.

The charity run not only marks a historic milestone but also exemplifies the Church’s mission of
living out faith through action - stepping forward in love and hope.
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MODULES:

Pastor Dato Dr. Daniel Ho - School of Evangelism

Pastor Daniel Ho, a fervent Methodist leader and servant, is a passionate leader
who has dedicated his life to spreading the gospel and training believers. He
will conduct the School of Evangelism which seeks to examine the life of Jesus
to learn how He carried out evangelism. What prejudices and obstacles did He
face, and how did He overcome them? In the process, participants will learn to
cultivate such a lifestyle of evangelism, which is key to church growth. There will
be live testimonies and opportunities for Q&A as well.

Pastor Chris Kam - Discipleship

Pastor Chris Kam, a respected pastor and leader within the Methodist Church, is
deeply committed to the discipleship journey and empowering others to grow
in their faith. He will be preaching on Accountable Discipleship. He will also be
equipping participants with practical ministry tools, including aspects of healing
ministry and prophetic ministry - particularly how to discern the voice of God as
we minister to others with sensitivity and wisdom.

Pastor Kelvin Yong - School of Missions

Pastor Kelvin Yong has a heart for global outreach and has led many mission
efforts both locally and internationally. Pastor Kelvin says, “The Great Commission
is not new to most, if not all, of us. The critical question we need to ask ourselves,
therefore, is not what is, or why missions? Rather, it’s the how — how do we
‘practicalise’ the Messiah’s mandate in our world today?” Topics will include:

O Understanding the present global trends and developments
0 Reaching peoples across cultures and spheres

O Knowing your place in God’s kingdom-expansion ecosystem
A Developing a mission framework for your church or ministry

Bishop Dr. T. Jeyakumar - School of Preaching (Ful/l - No Further Intake)

Bishop Jeyakumar is a passionate preacher, teacher and mentor. His desire is to
equip people to preach the gospel with clarity, conviction and a Christ-centred
focus. In this advanced module, topics will include:

O John Wesley’s theology of preaching

O The necessity of solid exegesis

Q How to explain, apply, and illustrate the sermon clearly and meaningfully

O Practical do’s and do not’s of sermon delivery

Q Introduction to advanced biblical commentaries written by respected scholars
Q “Offering Christ” to the congregation, as John Wesley would put it

Participants should come prepared with a short sermon (no more than 10 minutes)
to present to the class. Where time permits, participants will be invited to preach,
and these sermons will be followed by peer critique in

a spirit of encouragement and growth.
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Enroute to provide aid

Shelter for each fa

Flattened Houses

Bantuan Myanmar:

Personal Testimony

Earthquake Emergency Relief

By Leonidas Woo, Project Co-ordinator

mid Myanmar’s ongoing civil unrest and

deepening humanitarian crisis, ground
teams from MCRD have swiftly mobilized
to deliver essential aid to communities
devastated by the powerful earthquake that
struck in late March 2025. Operating across
Naypidaw, Mandalay, Taunggyi, and the Inle
Lake region, MCRD—together with local
partners—has been on the ground providing
life-saving assistance since day one.

More than 1,000 beneficiaries have received
critical supplies, including dry food rations,
emergency shelter, free medicines, and
mobile clinic services. With estimated
expenditures of RM82,000.00, the relief
operation has now begun transitioning from
emergency response to early recovery—just in
time for the approaching monsoon season.
Despite the widespread destruction,
government support has remained limited,
and response efforts have been slowed by
coordination challenges. “Many families are
still sleeping outdoors—not only because
their homes are destroyed, but out of fear,”

shared one field volunteer. One of the most
urgent needs is the construction of durable,
weather-resistant housing for displaced
families.

Efforts are also underway to restore

access to clean water, as many wells were
damaged by the earthquake. Health services
remain stretched thin due to a shortage of
medical personnel and functioning facilities.
Education has also suffered: numerous
schools have been reduced to rubble,
prompting recovery teams to explore plans to
rebuild classrooms and distribute water filters
to support safe learning environments.

As conflict and instability continue to plague
the country, these community-led relief
efforts shine as a beacon of resilience and
solidarity. MCRD remains committed to
working alongside local partners to plan and
implement long-term recovery initiatives that
will help communities rebuild not just their
homes, but their futures.
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By Leonidas Woo

It pains my heart to see that a country as
beautiful as this has been experiencing
so much suffering and struggle for many
decades.

| never thought | would ever set foot in this
country. It has been long since | only heard
negative, troubling news about what has been
happening on the ground. Yet, unexpectedly
as always, | found myself here—and the 12
days of my journey across this country have
never ceased to amaze and surprise me

every day. The incredibly delicious food, the
warmth, humility, and resilience of the people,
the stunning sceneries, and, last but not least,
the breathtaking sunsets as beautiful as those
in Malaysia.

And yet, despite all this beauty, it is painful to
see that there is deep brokenness that runs
alongside it. War, poverty, forced military
recruitment, disasters of national scale, and
orphans, widows, and widowers. Many of
the people | met, live in fear and despair,
longing to flee their homeland in search

of a better life. Many young people | met
dream of leaving, while their families remain
behind, praying for their future and safety. |
remember visiting an orphanage and | could
never forget the faces of those children, as if
they were longing for what is missing in their
lives.

Still, there is this old saying that, though the
night is dark, it gives way to the brightest
dawn that breaks darkness. Amidst these
crises, the best of people emerges from the
rubble. | could see hope in those who strive
for the betterment of their country. | could
see that love is shared by churches and
communities even in the midst of hardship. |
see resilient faith in God, held by my brothers
and sisters here.

What has been the most rewarding to me
from these missions is that, despite different
languages, cultural backgrounds, we all share
the same language of love for God and His
people. | pray that God will enable us to do
more for this country—and that, one day,
peace and prosperity will rest upon this land.

Travelling by boat to hard to reach places
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MCRD - Providing Relief for Putra Heights
Gas Explosion Victims

By Michael Chang, MCRD Officer

(11 Where are you from? | see all of you

in blue uniforms,” a government
officer curiously asked one of our volunteers.
“I've noticed your team working tirelessly —
sweeping, carrying water, sorting clothes.
You’ve been busy every day.” With a smile,
the volunteer replied, “We’re from the
Methodist Church.”

This exchange took place on Day 6 of
MCRD’s involvement in the Putra Heights

gas explosion relief work. The incident
occurred on April 1, 2025, when a gas pipeline
explosion injured 150 people, destroyed
nearly 90 houses, and damaged numerous
vehicles. Preliminary investigations linked the
disaster to nearby excavation work, triggering
national concern over industrial safety
practices in Malaysia.

The day after the explosion, Rev Pung Oa
Siong, District Superintendent of the Chinese
Annual Conference’s Central District 3, led
pastors to visit the affected site and offer
support. From Day 3 onwards, volunteers
were deployed to serve at evacuation centres.

Over the span of seven days, Methodist Crisis
Relief and Development (MCRD) mobilized a
total of 91 volunteer shifts.

Although two evacuation centres were set

up — Masjid Putra Heights being the main one
and widely covered by the media — MCRD
chose to focus on Dewan Camelia, a lesser-
known site that once sheltered up to 30
families. Compared to Masjid Putra Heights,
which had extensive institutional support,
Dewan Camelia was in greater need of
manpower to maintain operations.

Two beautiful things stood out during this
mission. First, was the conversation at the
beginning of this piece. Our volunteers
clearly identified their faith background
without overt evangelism, recognising the
priority in that moment was to accompany
the victims. The officer showed no
resistance, only admiration for the volunteers’
contributions. Their silent service was not
overlooked — it was deeply appreciated by
victims and officials alike.
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The second beautiful aspect was the unity of
our volunteer team, composed of Methodists
from three different Annual Conferences.

It was a powerful testament to the wider
Methodist family — crossing racial and
cultural boundaries to serve together. Many
volunteers had never worked with those
from other Conferences, but this experience
fostered mutual understanding, deep
connections, and moments of joy.

When Dewan Camelia was suddenly
scheduled to close, JKM and MPSJ officers
urgently asked if we could assist with final
clean-up. Despite the short notice, we quickly
mobilized volunteers — some extended their
service hours while others joined at the last
minute. Though our numbers were small,
they were enough. That evening, volunteers
folded and stored tents with care. Before
leaving, officials invited the MCRD volunteers
for a group photo, expressing their sincere
gratitude.

Each support team may have their own
uniform, their own colour. Ours was blue—a
calm and peaceful hue. But more than a
uniform, we hope this blue came to symbolize
something greater. As Matthew 5:16 says,
“Let your light shine before others, that they
may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven.”

May this ‘blue’ not only represent MCRD’s
work but also reflect the spirit of the
Methodist Church and the witness of Christ’s
love. Through our actions, may peace,
compassion, and hope shine in times of
darkness—bringing glory to God.
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Mission Trip to Ulu Entaih and Ulu Kemalih

By Michelle Ereena Anak Nyelang (Kobm Pasar Bintangor)

n 21-23 March 2025, the Ministry Team

from Sarikei District organized a 3-day
mission trip to Ulu Kemalih, Ulu Melaban,
Ulu Kemedu, Ulu Belit, and Ulu Entaih, in
Sarikei Division. The ministry team visited 5
longhouses namely Rh. Panau Teberu at Ulu
Kemalih, Rh. Dennis and Rh. Giman at Ulu
Melaban and Ulu Kemedu, Rh. Sumping at
Ulu Belit and lastly Rh. John at Ulu Entaih. It
was a mission to spread the good news of
our Lord Jesus Christ to brothers and sisters
of Christ who live in the longhouses in those
areas.

The trip was led by the SIAC’s President,

Rev Bonnie Sedau and accompanied by DS
Rev Olyver of Sarikei, SIAC’s Lay Leader Mr
Andrew Shilling, Rev Johnnycal, Mr Roslie, Mr
Gangan Bani, Rev Alistair, Mr Jonathan Ugek,
Mr Cyrill, Miss Daphne Runai, Miss Ria Annice,
Mdm Lijai, Rev Mathias, Mdm Nehemiah
Ninting and Miss Michelle from Bintangor,
Betong and Sibu Iban Methodist Church
respectively.

It was indeed a memorable and challenging
trip as our pastors cum drivers manoeuvred
the dirt roads for about 3 hours to reach

the first longhouse. We had a taste of some
offroad driving experience when we got stuck
a few times along the route and needed some
assistance from the local Samaritans to help
pull us through the muddy roads.

On the second day of the trip, we had to
split into 2 teams in order to be able to
reach out to the remaining longhouses
which were distances apart and needed to
be visited simultaneously. Praise the Lord,
while ministering at one of the longhouses,
our prayers and preachings had opened the
hearts of our brothers and sisters who were
still in bondage with some of their old beliefs
despite their baptism into the faith.

On the last day of the trip, we joined the local
congregation at Rh. John for the Sunday
Service where SIAC’s President, Rev Bonnie
Sedau performed the Dedication Service

of their new church. While at the same
longhouse, the team could not resist the
sound of the cascading waterfall nearby and
enjoyed a dip or two before departing for
home.

Despite the exhausting journey throughout
the 3 days, it was indeed a spiritually fulfilling
mission trip for us amidst the great fellowship
and encountering our brethrens who are ever
hungry for the Word of God.

All Glory to God for the blessed mission trip
and thank you to all the brothers and sisters
in Christ at the 5 longhouses who showered
us with their love and hospitality by providing
accommodation and sumptuous meals.

Puji Tuhan!
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Taacher s Doy Nessage from The Bichop

Dear Administrators and Educationists of our Wesley Methodist Schools and Kindergartens,
Peace be with all of you.
Just yesterday, someone sent me the following quote:

“You are not here merely to make a living; you are here in order to enable the world to live more
amply, with greater vision, with a finer spirit of hope and achievement. You are here to enrich the
world, and you impoverish yourself if you forget the errand.”

These words were spoken by Mr Woodrow Wilson in a speech he delivered to the students at
Princeton University in 1906 when he was the University’s President. This quote speaks about
living with intention and purpose. It encourages us to remember why we are here. We are not here
just to survive but to contribute to the greater good and help others.

In any role we hold - whether full-time, part-time, paid, or volunteer - we are meant to enable the
world to live more amply, with greater vision. Our presence should enrich the world and those
around us. In our case, it is to enrich our families, our students, and our nation.

When Mr. Wilson says, “you impoverish yourself if you forget the errand,” he means that if we
forget our higher purpose - our duty to help others, to bring hope, vision, and achievement to the
world - we diminish our own lives. We are not here just to make money or survive; we are here to
make a meaningful contribution.

And so, we need a renewed mission - a continual reminder of why we do what we do. We must
live with intention and service, always mindful of the purpose behind our work.

Mr. Wilson knew what he was called to, and he fulfilled his purpose with dedication. He later
became the 28th President of the United States, offering strong leadership during World War |
and working toward world peace. For his efforts in establishing peace, he was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1919.

Friends, our work goes beyond earning a salary. We are here to touch lives, witness
transformation, and uplift our students. When we lose sight of that mission, we not
only diminish their growth but also our own purpose and calling.

| wish you all a blessed Teacher’s Day, and | pray that you will continue
to live up to the vocation you have chosen. God bless you in your
important mission.

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working

for the Lord, not for human masters.”
- Colossians 3:23 (NIV).
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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FROM
THE BISHOP OF THE METHODIST
CHURCH IN MALAYSIA

The Methodist Church in Malaysia is joyously celebrating the 140th Anniversary of Education and
Ministry.

It is with great happiness that | note our Mission Schools are also marking their own anniversaries.
Some of our Methodist Schools across the nation - in the Peninsula and in Sarawak - have
celebrated their centennial anniversaries over the past few decades.

The history of our Schools reflects the legacy of those who laid the foundation through selfless
sacrifice—individuals like William Oldham, Sophia Blackmore, Emma Shellabear, Daniel Moore,
Balderstone, Pykett, Kensett, Horley, James and Ethel Hoover, Preston Peach, Ada Pugh, Samuel
Abraham, John and Muriel Pilley, Mabel Marsh, Eklund, Kesselring, and countless others who gave
of themselves for a noble cause.

Following in their footsteps, individuals such as J. A. Supramaniam, S. S. Pakianathan, Ho Seng
Ong, Goh Hood Keng, E. S. Lau, Lau Kuok Ding, Athimuthu, Doraisamy, Peter Lim, G. S. Arumugam,
Teerath Ram, Yong Chee Seng, and Rasammah Bhupalan, to name just a few, played vital roles in
further strengthening and advancing our Methodist Schools.

In those early years, it was said that school staff would donate one month’s salary to support the
growth of the school - a time when salaries were modest, and bonuses were unheard of. Yet, they
made this sacrifice willingly.

For our Methodist Schools to continue thriving and providing quality education, it remains
essential that the staff continue to make sacrifices. The pioneers knew nothing of the future, but
they came and made great sacrifices for us. If they could do so, why can’t we, in turn, sacrifice for
our fellow Malaysians today?

Methodist mission schools have played a crucial role in shaping Malaysian society, offering
quality education to children from all walks of life. Methodist institutions have established
themselves as revered centres of learning, renowned for their excellence and commitment to the
highest standards of education. Even during the difficult days of World War Il and the Japanese
Occupation, our educators stood firm, unwavering in their commitment to providing education.
Through our Schools and the Church’s social initiatives, the Methodist Church has continued to
play an integral role in nation-building, instilling the values of faith, service, and education.
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Today, we are blessed to have 70 government-aided Methodist mission schools, 8 Wesley
Methodist Schools, the Pilley Institute in Sibu, a Vocational School in Sitiawan, and the Methodist
College Kuala Lumpur (MCKL) which has campuses in Kuala Lumpur and Penang.

| pray that the core values and ethos of our Schools remain steadfast. The respect for human
dignity and the worth of each person, the active participation of the Board of Governors (BOG)
and Board of Managers (BOM), the involvement of chaplains, chapel services for Christian
students and teachers, the teaching of Bible Knowledge to Christian students, Christian artifacts,
and commemorative plagues of milestones, as well as school Christian fellowships, Boys’ Brigade,
Girls’ Brigade, the observance of Good Friday, dedication services for new buildings, and fund-
raising activities must all continue for the well-being of our Schools. School badges and songs are
symbols of pride and should remain as enduring representations of our Schools’ ideals.

| would like to introduce the concept of One School, One Vision for our Schools and Boards

to embrace. This concept represents the unity and shared purpose between the school and its
broader community. My hope is that this phrase - One School, One Vision - will bring a strong,
singular focus on a common goal that drives both educators and students alike. It means that
everyone - students, teachers, parents, and the community - are aligned and working toward the
same vision: fostering holistic growth, promoting values-based education, and making a positive
impact on society.

| envision this phrase as a symbol of collective dedication, underscoring the importance of
collaboration in building a shared future. It also highlights the commitment of both the school
and its community to nurture the minds and spirits of students, supporting each other as we work
together to achieve common educational and ethical goals.

| would also like to take this opportunity to express my deepest gratitude to the Kementerian
Pelajaran Malaysia, the various Pejabat-pejabat Pendidikan in the different districts and States,
the Boards of Managers and Governors, the administrators and educators in our Schools, as

well as all school staff, parents, and students (past and present) for your continued support. |
extend my thanks to the Kementerian Kewangan Malaysia and the State Governments for the
funding allocated to our mission schools. | humbly urge that further funds be allocated to ensure
the ongoing maintenance and enhancement of our school buildings, tables and chairs, and
educational facilities.

May our Schools, along with our dedicated educators and students, be richly blessed. May God’s
grace shine upon all our anniversary celebrations and the efforts we make to ensure the success of

our Methodist Schools.

When our Schools thrive, Malaysia prospers.

Blessings,
Rev Dr T. Jeyakumar
Bishop of The Methodist Church in Malaysia

Chairman of the Methodist Council of Education
19 March 2025

PELITA METHODIST @ Issue Two



Honouring Educators,
Upholding Excellence -
Wesley Methodist School Celebrates

Teachers’ Day with Gratitude and Purpose

t Wesley Methodist School (WMS),

we believe that teachers are not just
instructors—they are mentors, and key
vessels in God’s mission for education. This
year, we celebrated Teachers’ Day, not just
with flowers and gifts, but with heartfelt
appreciation and prayers.

Each teacher at WMS plays a vital role in
shaping the minds and hearts of the next
generation. Rooted in our mission to provide
Christ-centred, values-driven education, WMS
teachers carry the responsibility of upholding
both academic excellence and moral integrity
in the classroom. They are the pillars of the
school, anchoring the community with their
commitment, faith, and love for students.

Honouring our heroes in education - Ms. Kesha

receives heartfelt appreciation from
her students on stage during
the Teachers’ Day celebration.

In our Teachers’ Day celebration, students and
staff came together to express their gratitude
in creative and joyful ways—through student-
led performances, thoughtful tributes,

and school-wide prayers. The celebration
served as a reminder of the sacred calling of
educators. We give thanks for every teacher’s
effort, and we pray that God would continue
to work through them powerfully renewing
their strength, refining their craft, and reviving

their sense of purpose.

WMS continues to emphasise quality
education as a pursuit of excellence that
honours God. This cannot happen without
teachers who are passionate, skilled, and

spiritually grounded. We believe that the

Bringing creativity - Our secondary school
students captivate the audience with a lively,
student-led performance in celebration of

Teachers’ Day. A tribute to the educators who

inspire the students daily
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quality of a school is directly linked to

the quality of its educators. That is why
we commit to supporting our teachers
holistically—academically, emotionally, and
spiritually.

As we move forward, we invite the wider

Methodist community to pray alongside us:

* That God would raise more faithful
Christian educators in our nation;

* That WMS teachers would continue to Moment captured: Smiles with tokens

grow in wisdom and grace; of appreciation
* That our schools would always be places
where truth, love, and learning flourish

together.

To our teachers at WMS and across all
Methodist educational institutions, THANK
YOU. You are the heart of our mission,

and we praise God for your lives and

leadership.
Our amazing teachers with happy faces

To find out more about WMS, please visit us at wms-school.edu.my,
or simply scan the below QR code:

METHODIST EDUCATION FOUNDATION

» Established in 1984 under The Methodist Church in Malaysia

* Provides financial aid to needy students pursuing higher
education in a local tertiary institution

» Assisted more than 2,000 Malaysians to obtain a diploma or
first degree since inception

Methodist Education Foundation
RHB Account NO. 2-14389-0007038-9
and email the bank-in slip to mef@methodistchurch.org.my

ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX-EXEMPTED




Passion Week 2025

By Datin Clareen Chen, Passion Week Co-ordinator

assion Week 2025 - a week-long event for students aged 10-18 years, came to a close a day

before Easter. The 4th edition of this event evolved from an in-house online event for WMS
schools to an international event carried out both online and in-person hubs. It saw a total
participation of 2,907 students. 164 volunteers from our Methodist community and numerous
other Christians from different denominations came together as facilitators, tech team, worksheet
creators and prayer warriors to support this event.

Passion Week aims to present the Good News of Jesus’ death and resurrection to students and
help them think through its significance in their lives. This trilingual event also offers a platform
for students with various religious, economic and cultural backgrounds to interact with each
other. In 2025, we had participants from both mission and non-mission schools, from Christian
fellowships, Brigade companies and hostels, from cities to villages across Malaysia, and other
nations such as Timor-Leste, Philippines, Nigeria and Indonesia. The common factor is that they
all came together to hear about Jesus.

These testimonies provide a glimpse into how the Holy Spirit impacted students and facilitators
alike:

Students’ prayers:

Dear God, Thank You for the gift of Passion Week—a journey that has opened my heart in a deeper
way. As | followed the steps of Jesus from Palm Sunday to the Cross and the empty tomb, I've
come to see just how far Your love goes. ['ve learned that real love is sacrificial, not just in words,
but in action.

FERIKLE + BTG FHNTER » HLUBBEF B ERIH I E TR ELLRIE - X Passion Week » # ik
WriRIaE - BEEMAEE - IR AR - BFZB TR « FEHERMHHE - HH ERIBFEE - HFN]
Bk A RTE RS - IULEFE I EMERS  HIZHTEL - ...

Ya Allah Bapa yang Mahakuasa, terima kasih telah memberi saya kesempatan untuk mengikuti
minggu passion ini. Atas berkatmu saya telah mempelajari dan mengingat kembali kisah sengsara

Tuhan Yesus Kristus yang telah mati di kayu salib demi menyelamatkan umat manusia dari
belenggu dosa. Semua ini saya mohon dalam nama Tuhan Yesus Kristus penyelamat kami Amen.
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Testimonies from facilitators/teachers:

“During this Passion Week, every message shared and every session where | had the privilege to
moderate the discussion, left an indelible lesson that | deeply treasured.....Thank you for making

this possible for the students to have their voices heard and for us adults to witness what God is
doing in these young lives across our nation.”

“Shalom, saya Salah seorang guru Fasilitator diperingkat sekolah Sy (SKKMII) sepanjang minggu
Easter ini. Saya mau sharing sedikit respon murid2 kami sepanjang minggu Easter ini. Murid2
Kristen kami Dari pelbagai dominasi Gereja. Tetapi, program ini telah membuatkan kepelbagaian
latar belakang murid kami dipersatukan utk satu sesi pembelajaran tentang Sumber Keselamatan.
Ada diantara murid kami yang baru mengerti maksud Salib Kristus itu. Sebab, kata mereka sering
melihat simbol Salib atau Salib yg orang Kristen guna itu hanya logo org Kristen semata-mata
sama seperti logo organisasi. Tetapi, melalui program ini telah membuka pengertian mereka
bahawa Salib itu punya makna yang lebih dalam utk mereka mengerti. Puji Tuhan.

“BEHEI o BRI TE MBI TRT BT TERE - BEEERIETREREEFZAHHAIOOM -
F T ERZNIEYI = EHRER - (BASER @B - I - TR IAZIBEFEEN  BEEAGET - BX/E
BeH TR 107+ BEARIEFH © HBIEA L RERY L iy 5500 10 2 R & BB ER A9 B8 M HF AIAF 47 » B AT 2 FERT
B -

“2 students shared that they did not read the Bible because they thought the stories were not true.
Now they really know the Bible is true.”

“l volunteered to be a facilitator thinking I'm there to guide the students but, | have come to realise
something unexpected, | am the one being taught. “

Passion Week is only made possible when organisations such as Scripture Union, Our Daily

Bread (M), Boys’ Brigade Malaysia, Girls’ Brigade Malaysia, Sabah Interdenominational Education
Committee, Teachers’ Christian Fellowship & Federation of Christian Mission Schools Malaysia
collaborate with the Methodist Council of Education. It offers a valuable platform to shape and
strengthen our students’ faith in a rare event that has also received official approval from the
Ministry of Education. Our prayer is that as we move on with follow-up, the Gospel seeds planted
will take root and grow. In all that has happened at Passion Week 2025, we saw God moving
amongst us. To Him alone be all glory, honour and praise.

Some Passion Week statistics
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A Classic Comes to Life;
West Side Story at WMSKLI

esley Methodist School Kuala Lumpur International (WMSKLI) lit up the stage with its

annual concert, this year presenting a breathtaking production of the legendary Broadway
musical, West Side Story. Held over two nights on March 21 and 22, 2025, the event proved once
again that WMSKLI is a beacon of creativity, collaboration, and excellence in the performing arts.

Timeless Tale, Fresh Energy

Originally written by Leonard Bernstein, Stephen Sondheim, and Arthur Laurents, West Side Story
is a beloved classic set in 1950s New York. The musical follows the tragic love story of Tony, a
member of the white American Jets, and Maria, sister of the Puerto Rican Sharks’ leader. Their
romance blooms amid fierce gang rivalry, racial tension, and societal division — ultimately ending
in heartbreak, but also prompting reflection on prejudice, hate, and the longing for peace.

WMSKLI’s rendition brought this timeless tale to life with vibrant performances, dynamic
choreography, and stunning visuals, proving that the themes of love, conflict, and social inequality
are just as relevant today as they were decades ago.

A Showcase of Talent and Dedication

This year’s production featured the remarkable efforts of approximately 700 students from Year
7 to Year 10. Under the guidance of passionate teachers, students committed countless hours to
perfecting their acting, singing, and dancing — culminating in a high-calibre show that left over
600 audience members in awe.
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From bold choreography to emotionally charged duets, each performance radiated energy and
heart. Songs like Tonight, America, Somewhere, and | Feel Pretty brought the house down, while
the school’s talented team choreographed and directed each moment with finesse and flair.

Immersive Production and Powerful Message

The visual elements of the show were equally unforgettable. Thoughtfully designed sets,
authentic costumes, and impactful lighting transported the audience straight into the gritty
streets of New York’s West Side. Every detail was carefully crafted to enhance the storytelling and
immerse viewers in the emotional journey of the characters.

Beyond the impressive stagecraft, the concert also served as a powerful commentary on race,
class, and identity. Through the lens of Tony and Maria’s forbidden love, the audience was invited
to consider how systemic division, and social structures can stifle even the most genuine hopes
and dreams.

Above and Beyond

WMSKLI's West Side Story was more than just a school concert — it was a celebration of artistic
excellence and a testament to the school’s “Above and Beyond” spirit. It united students,
educators, families, and friends in a shared experience that highlighted the transformative power
of the arts.

As the final curtain fell, it was clear: West Side Story at WMSKLI wasn’t just a performance. It was
a moment. One that will live on in the hearts of all who witnessed it.
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From MCKL to Messiah University:
Hazel’s Journey of Faith,
Growth, and Global Learning

ioneering a path that bridges academic

excellence and personal transformation,
Hazel Lim, an alumna of Methodist College
Kuala Lumpur (MCKL), has been awarded
the prestigious Moey-Phipps Exclusive
Scholarship at Messiah University, USA, where
she is pursuing a dual degree in Mathematics
and Computer Science. Her inspiring
story highlights not just her academic
achievements, but also the enduring values
that have nurtured her along the way.

Hazel began her journey in MCKL'’s American
Degree Transfer Program (ADTP), where

she developed a deep appreciation for
critical thinking and holistic learning. “In
MCKL, | learned to understand the ‘whys’
behind the academic syllabus, not just how
to solve problems, but the reasoning behind

them,” she reflects. “Coming from that solid
academic foundation, Messiah has continued
to stretch me, especially in a more personal
and spiritual manner. Here, | am learning

to explore the faith whys and how beliefs

intersect with learning, community, and life.”

Now at Messiah University, Hazel continues to
thrive in a close-knit, supportive environment
that encourages students to grow beyond
academics. “It might be intimidating at first
to be in a whole new country,” she admits,
“but people here genuinely care and want

to help you grow and succeed. My advice to
MCKL students considering Messiah? Do not
be afraid to reach out to professors, peers, or
student organisations. Everyone here wants

to see you do well.”
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The support she received from the Messiah
community was especially crucial in her

early days abroad. “Professors are always
approachable; they take time to talk and give
helpful feedback,” she says. “And | have found
so much comfort in the Christian community
here, which makes me feel at home even

while | am far from Malaysia.”

Outside the classroom, Hazel has embraced
new challenges and broadened her horizons.
From attending Multicultural Council Club
(MCCQ) events to joining the university’s
esports team, she has taken intentional steps
to step out of her comfort zone. “These
experiences have helped me meet people

| would not have otherwise crossed paths
with,” she shares. “Even though | am not
someone who is constantly out and about,
they’ve been meaningful and rewarding.”

Hazel’'s journey stands as a powerful
testament to the global pathways available
through MCKL, where students are
empowered to pursue education abroad
while staying grounded in their values.

With the Moey-Phipps Exclusive Scholarship,
she not only celebrates personal success but
also inspires others to follow their calling,

wherever it may lead.

ADTP is a flexible credit transfer programme
that gives students a seamless transition

to universities across the United States.

They are allowed to explore a wide range of
courses from various fields. Students enrolled
in ADTP at MCKL will have the privilege to
access exclusive scholarships and financial aid
offered by our renowned partner universities
to make the college experience more
affordable.

MCKL’s ADTP programme is open for the
August 2025 intake. For more information,

visit www.mckl.edu.my

Hazel Lim (middle) with her Professors in Maths Engineering and Computer
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