VOLUME 40, NO. 11&12
NOV/DEC 2014

PP 3233/01/2013 (031518)

Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik




60th MTS Anniversary and Graduation 14

Congratulations to all the Methodist church members
who graduated from MTS 2014

Advertise with Pelita

Organisation and individuals are welcome to advertise in Pelita

Methodist. Businesses, Churches, Conferences, events, personal Full Page RM 600 RM 1,000
greetings/messages can be considered . A discount of one issue is Half Page RM 300 RM 600
given for a year’s advertisement. Please enquire Pelita office for

more detail. Quarter Page RM 150 RM 400
Subscribe to Pelita An Episcopal

Pelita Methodist is published monthly, 12 issues per year. Y O], 'V:\E o ‘) LB
Malaysia: RM30.00 per year inclusive of postage. A Methodist Church after God’s Own Heart -

Overseas: USD 30.00 per year, USD 50.00 for 2 years inclusive of Air Mail. Growing deep and strong inside,

For enquiries and subscription: Standing with Christ’s Body nationwide,

Giving God glory from every side.
E-mail: pelita@methodistchurch.org.my Tel: 03-79541811

2



Contents

PG.

04
PG.

05
PG.

08

PG.
10

PG.
12

PG.

13

The “Sign” of Hope . . . in Christmas
by Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik
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By Tay Choon Neo
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Malaysia National Prayer Nurturing

Remembering GRACE, Pray!

“The Word became a human and lived among us. We saw his glory—
the glory that belongs to the only Son of the Father—and he was full
of grace and truth... Because he was full of grace and truth, from him
we all received one gift after another.” (John 1:14, 16, NCV)

Our Father is called the “God of all grace” (1 Pet 5:10). God’s grace
is His love and goodness towards mankind. God demonstrates His
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for
us (Rom 5:8). He demonstrates grace by sending Jesus to the cross
for human sin, making it possible for Him to forgive sinners, and
opening wide the gate of salvation for sinners to find access to His
forgiving and redemptive grace.

And then He demonstrates grace by Jesus’ resurrection, giving us a

living hope. Jesus, reigning as Lord, launches the age of grace.
We, followers of Jesus, are the children of grace, living in the
age of grace with eternal hope.

Salvation is an act of grace. God’s grace has made me what [ am
(1 Cor 15:10a). “For you are saved by grace through faith, and
this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so
that no one can boast” (Eph 2:8-9).

The call to a life of grace goes beyond our initial response to
God’s gift. God’s grace manifested in Jesus Christ also makes
it possible for us to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit, that we
may have the power to live our lives according to God’s will,
and be united as children of God, the body of Christ.

Finally, God’s grace manifested in Jesus Christ makes it possible
for us to reflect His grace in our character and relationships.
Jesus’ life itself manifests grace in seeking the lost sheep of
Israel, the poor, social outcasts, women and children. He calls
us to extend God’s grace by loving for our enemies and praying
for those who persecute us (Matt. 5:43—44; Luke 10:271t.)

If God expresses His grace unceasingly and continuously in
every aspect of my life, what should I, the recipient of His
grace, do? In this Christmas season, churches are busy with
many activities, but individually, we can take time to quieten
our hearts, reflect on God’s grace manifested in Jesus Christ,
seek to reflect such grace on a daily basis, and pray for those
who have yet to know the truth to see His glory that they may
be saved.

“But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become

children of God. They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from
human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God. “ (John 1:12-13, NLT)

Father in heaven, thank You for Your grace manifested in
Christ, that [ may become child of God. Pray for those who
have yet to know You, or know You superficially, or oppose You,
that their hearts and minds be enlightened to see the truth and
Your glory, that they too may be saved by Your grace through
faith.

* Read John 1:1-18
Give thanks

Pray for others and ask God for wisdom in relating
to people who oppose Him and reject Christ

Issues:

* Malaysia
o pray for the urban poor living in our midst

* (July 2014) an article on a local newspaper reported that
there were about 2500 homeless people in Kuala Lumpur
alone [See more at:http://www.nst.com.my/node/9994]

» (May 2014) Putrajaya’s subsidy cuts may lead to a higher
incidence of poverty among the Malays and Bumiputera in
Malaysia, with the urban poor expected to be the hardest hit,
a study by University of Malaya (UM) said today. - [See
more at: http://www.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/arti-
cle/study-urban-poor-bumiputeras-likely-hardest-hit-by-
subsidy-cuts#sthash.yFf05i2y.dpuf]
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Cover Story

ESV Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Be-
hold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel.”

We thank the Lord for yet another memorable year of blessings as a
Methodist Family. For me personally, I want to say as the psalmist did
- KV Psalm 68:19 “Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with bene-
fits, even the God of our salvation.” In the more contemporary version
it would be “Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears us up; God is our
salvation.”

As Ireflect on the year 2014, I thank the Lord for the precious and many
blessings He has bestowed upon the Methodist Family, for example, the
Methodist Prayer Convention 2014 in which He met with us and com-
missioned and empowered us to join the national 24/7 Prayer initiative
that will involve the whole Malaysian Church praying for Malaysia for
the next 2 years.

He has given us growth in our various ministries such as the increa-
sing inter-Annual Conferences synergy in the area of ministering to
the indigenous communities in our land and in overseas mission. In a
very real way, our General Conference has mindfully pursued being a
Church after God’s own heart. This we do by “keeping the main things
the main things”, as we focus on proclaiming and preaching the Word,
being true to our “Confessions of faith”, and being a Church that serves
others locally and globally.

As I attend this recent round of October-November 2014 Annual Con-
ference sessions, it is a joy to see all these “main things” being inten-
tionally and actively pursued. These “main things” are being translated
into prioritizing worship, prayer, discipleship, evangelism, mission and
social outreach — as we seek to be a people of godly and lasting conse-
quence in our generation.

Of course this year has been fraught with challenges as well, that mani-
fested God’s sovereign hand and the deepening of our faith, such as the
confiscation of the Alkitab on 2 January and their subsequent release
on 14 November this year. But all these have been divinely overseen to
heal the people of God in Malaysia from their lack of unity and move
us towards love and synergy; to be awakened to a deeper reality of God
experienced when we have no other recourse but to call on Him; gain
a deepening spirituality of returning to God by humbling ourselves in
prayer and fasting; and recovering our passion of fulfilling our respon-
sibility for the welfare of our beloved nation.

The nation of Judah was facing a “double barreled” threat from Syria
and the northern state of Israel at the time of King Ahaz in the 8" cen-
tury BC. That was the context of Isa 7:14 which is famously associated
with Christmas. It speaks of a baby that is to be born to a yet-to-be
married young woman within the royal house, who will shortly marry
and conceive. Her son would be called “Immanuel” ( ie “God with
us”).

The “sign” of this child focuses on the fact that God Who is all-
sovereign and all-knowing has the threatening situation completely in

hand, and this sign is also a censure on king Ahaz for his lack of faith
in the living God.

He had failed to honour the incomparable God, Maker of heaven and
the earth, the One Who “makes known the end from the beginning,
from ancient times, what is still to come. I say: My purpose will stand,
and I will do all that I please “(Isa 46:10). The all-knowing God had
declared that Syria and Samaria, the capital of the Northern Kingdom
of Israel, will be destroyed before this child is old enough to partake of
the characteristic adult food of this nation, the Land of God’s Promise.
This did take place as prophesied by Isaiah.

However, this prophecy from Isaiah 7:14 has a double fulfillment. The
first fulfillment is the birth of a son who is a sign to King Ahaz of judg-
ment for his folly in not trusting in the all-sovereign and all-knowing
God. But the child also foreshadows Christ. This prophecy that was
given to the “house of David” (v 13) - was not limited only to the person
and time of King Ahaz alone (“you” in v 14 is plural). There is a second
fulfillment — that in the fullness of time the messianic Christ Child will
be born of this house. Then He will be the symbol of God’s complete
salvation of His people from humankind’s ultimate enemy of “sin and
death”, beyond just the physical survival threat posed by physical foes.

This Peace Child of the second prophetic fulfillment will have a mother
who was a virgin at the time of her conception, unlike the mother of the
first prophetic fulfillment, who was only a virgin at the time when the
prophecy of Isaiah 7:14 was first given.

This Christmas as we remember and anchor our celebration on Isaiah
7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel — let
us never forget this all-sovereign and all-knowing God Who “makes
known the end from the beginning” IS WITH US.

Whatever the political turbulence and religious turmoil there may be
in Malaysia or in Syria, whatever the challenges and restrictions the
Church in Malaysia may have to face, whatever the new year holds for
us personally and as a family — let us not be like King Ahaz who puts
his trust on powerful but merely human and finite forces like Assyria.
Instead, let us each declare unwaveringly that our trust is in our Lord
Immanuel.

We shall as a Methodist Family join the rest of the Body of Christ in
Malaysia in living out this trust in the “God who is with us” - being
committed to the M24/7 Prayer Initiative for the next 2 years; we shall
ask the Lord for the grace to be “4 Church after God'’s own heart —
Growing deep and strong inside, Standing with Christ’s Body nation
wide, Giving God glory from every side”.

May the peace, love and joy of our Lord Immanuel be with you,
your household, our churches and our nation
as we celebrate Christmas and look forward to the New Year.

Bishop Ong Hwai Teik

4



he National Education Symposium
I organized by the Federation of Coun-
cils of Christian Mission Schools,
FCCMSM, was held on the 18" and 19" of
September 2014 at Methodist College Kuala
Lumpur, Brickfields in Kuala Lumpur. The
theme was “Mission School Aspirations and
the National Education Blueprint”.

It was attended by 173 people from
throughout the nation composed of Clergy
and lay representatives from the Mission
Authorities, FCCMSM representatives,
Educationists from Mission Schools and
other Educational Institutions, Parents,
School Board of Governors, Mission School
Alumni and others who are concerned
about Mission Schools in this country.

There were many distinguished repre-
sentatives from the various Mission Autho-
rities: Catholic Archbishop Julian Leow said
the Opening Prayer. FCCMSM Chairman
Rev Moses Chin (Anglican Sabah) gave the
Introductory speech. The Closing Prayer
was said by Bishop Datuk Dr Thomas Tsen
of the Basel Christian Church of Malaysia.
Methodist SCAC President, Datuk Dr Su
Chii Ann shared a devotional message on
the second day.

Deputy Minister, YB Datuk Mary Yap

=
| -

graced the occasion. She said: “The historic
contribution of Mission Schools in the edu-
cational development of Malaysian society is
well-known. This historic contribution and
the continuing role that mission schools can
play today and in the future have never really
been forgotten by the Government. Admit-
tedly, in the rapid educational development
during the last 20 years or so, mission schools
were somewhat left in the backwaters. Inad-
vertently, this has, in part contributed to their
decline and caused much unhappiness among
those who cared deeply about the future of
mission schools.

However, many positive changes have taken
place over the last few years. Without much
fanfare, high level officials of the Ministry
have been engaging in consultation with mis-
sion school representatives on many of the is-
sues faced by mission schools. As a result, the
Government has been able to address many
of these grouses.”

There were 2 forums conducted on the 2
mornings. The excellent speakers enabled a
lively open discussion on the topics.

1** day Moderator Mr Yap Kok Keong linked
the theme Mission School Aspirations with
the key areas of focus in the Blueprint: Shift
2 “Proficiency in the English Language, Ba-

I

NATIONAL CDUCATICN SYMPOSIUM

MISSION SCHOOL ASPIRATIONS AND
THE HATIONAL EDUCATION BLUEPRINT

hasa Malaysia and a future third language”
and Shift 3 “Values Driven Malaysia”.

Tan Sri Ramon Navaratnam - “Memar-
tabatkan Bahasa Malaysia dan Memper-
kasakan Bahasa Inggeris” He emphasized
that the Mission Authorities must with mis-
sionary zeal, soldier on for a better future,
play a greater advocacy role, not give up.

Datin Noor Azimah Abdul Rahim “What
Does English Medium School Mean to Me”
was an inspiration to us all to pursue teach-
ing and learning in English.

Datuk Dr Denison Jayasooria “Ethnic Di-
versity in School” said that the Mission
Schools have always stood for social in-
clusion of ethnic, cultural, religious, gen-
der and socio-economic diversity and the
under-achiever. We must continue to move
with appreciation of the other.

2" day theme: The National Education
Blueprint and the future of Mission Schools
Moderator Rev. Moses Chin mentioned
some breakthroughs the Mission Schools
have managed in the recent years: fund
allocation, maximum consultation for ap-
pointment of Heads, ethos and character of
Mission Schools, Clubs and Societies (in-
cluding Christian Fellowship), 10% intake
of students by Board Of Governors, Bible




Knowledge allowed to be taught on school
premises, take up to 12 subjects for SPM.

Bro. Anthony Rogers “Key Elements in
Transformation of Mission Schools”

Tan Sri Bernard Dompok “Public Private
Partnership”. He said that after 51 years it
was time to re-set things and that there must
be readiness on the part of the Mission Au-
thorities.

Encik Wan Saiful Wan Jan gave an interest-
ing presentation of “Trust Schools: An Al-
ternative Model”.

Greater awareness was brought about the
status of education and mission schools.
FCCMSM, Mission Authorities and the
stakeholders must be more willing to en-

gage constructively on important issues
which affect quality education and mission
schools. There were several people who
spoke up about various issues; Mr Gerald
Lee proposed that PPSMI be open to those

Advertisement

EKLESIA MISSION CENTRE(nsoo60780-m

Contact : Pastor Nathan
el:066314691/0133945021

email: emc70@hotmail.com
eb:eklesiamissioncentre.com

who want / can - that the school have a free
hand to do so. Another respondent men-
tioned about the urgency of the hour and
asked why we are moving so slowly - Mis-
sion Schools should take the initiative.

At the last Plenary Session, Mr Yap Kok
Keong presented a list of Resolutions gar-
nered from the various sessions and discus-
sions. These will be presented to the relevant
authorities.

The Symposium ended on an upbeat note.
FCCMSM representatives continued with
their AGM which agreed that a Secretariat
be set up to take Mission School aspirations
forward.

Praise the Lord for a meaningful and fruit-
ful Symposium. To God be the Glory!

By Tay Choon Neo

)

From: Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik & Family
and all staff of Methodist HQ
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LE QUADRI HOTEL

KUALA LUMPUR

Le Quadri Hotel also offers a wide range of event packages ranging from meetings, seminars and dinners in our restaurant
and ballroom to one of a kind poolside weddings and fashion shows.

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Tel: +603 9131 7700
Fax: +603 9131 7707
Email: reservation@lequadrihotel.com
Website: www.lequadrihotel.com

Jalan Choo Lip Kung, Taman Tayton View, 56000 Cheras, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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Intentional Discipleship that Redefines

Success in Ministry

Disciple-Making Conference with

Rev. Edmund Chan

13 FEBRUARY 2015 (FRI) - 8.00PM - 9.30PM
14 FEBRUARY 2015 (SAT) - 10.00AM - 5.00pM
15 FEBRUARY 2015 (SUN) - 9.00aM - 12.30pM

WESLEY METHODIST CHURCH
www.klwesley.org




IIC LIVING THE LOVE OF CHRIST
AMONG PEOPLE OF OTHER
FAITHS

1 'LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR AS
YOURSELF’ INCLUDES PERSONS
OF OTHER FAITHS

In view of the affirmations made in The
Cape Town Confession section 7(D), we
respond to our high calling as disciples of
Jesus Christ to see people of other faiths as
our neighbours in the biblical sense. They
are human beings created in God’s image,
whom God loves and for whose sins Christ
died. We strive not only to see them as
neighbours, but to obey Christ’s teaching
by being neighbours to them. We are called
to be gentle, but not naive; to be discern-
ing and not gullible; to be alert to whatever
threats we may face, but not ruled by fear.

We are called to share good news in evan-
gelism, but not to engage in unworthy pro-
selytizing. Evangelism, while it includes
persuasive rational argument following the
example of the Apostle Paul, is ‘to make
an honest and open statement of the gos-
pel which leaves the hearers entirely free
to make up their own minds about it. We
wish to be sensitive to those of other faiths,
and we reject any approach that seeks to
force conversion on them.’? Proselytizing,
by contrast, is the attempt to compel others
to become ‘one for us’, to ‘accept our reli-
gion’, or indeed to ‘join our denomination’.

A We commit ourselves to be scrupulously
ethical in all our evangelism. Our witness
is to marked by ‘gentleness and respect,
keeping a clear conscience.’®® We therefore
reject any form of witness that is coercive,
unethical, deceptive, or disrespectful.

B In the name of the God of love, we re-
pent of our failure to seek friendships with
people of Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist and
other religious backgrounds. In the spirit of
Jesus, we will take initiatives to show love,
goodwill and hospitality to them.

PART II

C In the name of the God of truth, we (i)
refuse to promote lies and caricatures about
other faiths, and (ii) denounce and resist the
racist prejudice, hatred and fear incited in
popular media and political rhetoric.

D In the name of the God of peace, we
reject the path of violence and revenge in
all our dealings with people of other faiths,
even when violently attacked.

E We affirm the proper place for dialogue
with people of other faiths, just as Paul en-
gaged in debate with Jews and Gentiles in
the synagogue and public arenas. As a legi-
timate part of our Christian mission, such
dialogue combines confidence in the unique-
ness of Christ and the truth of the gospel
with respectful listening to others.

2 THE LOVE OF CHRIST CALLS US
TO SUFFER AND SOMETIMES TO
DIE FOR THE GOSPEL

Suffering may be necessary in our mission-
ary engagement as witnesses to Christ, as it
was for his apostles and the Old Testament
prophets.® Being willing to suffer is an acid
test for the genuineness of our mission. God
can use suffering, persecution and martyr-
dom to advance his mission. ‘Martyrdom
is a form of witness which Christ has pro-
mised especially to honour.””” Many Chris-
tians living in comfort and prosperity need
to hear again the call of Christ to be willing
to suffer for him. For many other believers
live in the midst of such suffering as the
cost of bearing witness to Jesus Christ in
a hostile religious culture. They may have
seen loved ones martyred, or endured tor-
ture or persecution because of their faithful
obedience, yet continue to love those who
have so harmed them.

A We hear and remember with tears and
prayer the testimonies of those who suffer
for the gospel. We pray for grace and cour-
age, along with them, to ‘love our enemies’
as Christ commanded us. We pray that the
gospel may bear fruit in places that are so

hostile to its messengers. As we rightly
grieve for those who suffer, we remember
the infinite grief God feels over those who
resist and reject his love, his gospel and his
servants. We long for them to repent and be
forgiven and find the joy of being recon-
ciled to God.

3 LOVE IN ACTION EMBODIES
AND COMMENDS THE GOSPEL
OF GRACE

“We are the aroma of Christ.””! Our calling
is to live and serve among people of other
faiths in a way that is so saturated with the
fragrance of God’s grace that they smell
Christ, that they come to taste and see that
God is good. By such embodied love, we are
to make the gospel attractive in every cul-
tural and religious setting. When Christians
love people of other faiths through lives of
love and acts of service, they embody the
transforming grace of God.

In cultures of ‘honour’, where shame and
vengeance are allied with religious legalism,
‘grace’ is an alien concept. In these con-
texts, God’s vulnerable, self-sacrificing love
is not something to be debated; it is con-
sidered too foreign, even repulsive. Here,
grace is an acquired taste, over a long time,
in small doses, for those hungry enough to
dare to taste it. The aroma of Christ gradual-
ly permeates all that his followers come into
contact with.

A We long for God to raise up more men
and women of grace who will make long-
term commitments to live, love and serve in
tough places dominated by other religions,
to bring the smell and taste of the grace of
Jesus Christ into cultures where it is unwel-
come and dangerous to do so. This takes
patience and endurance, sometimes for a
whole life-time, sometimes unto death.

4 LOVE RESPECTS DIVERSITY OF
DISCIPLESHIP

So called ‘insider movements’ are to be
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found within several religions. These are
groups of people who are now following Je-
sus as their God and Saviour. They meet to-
gether in small groups for fellowship, teach-
ing, worship and prayer centered around
Jesus and the Bible while continuing to live
socially and culturally within their birth
communities, including some elements of
its religious observance. This is a complex
phenomenon and there is much disagree-
ment over how to respond to it. Some com-
mend such movements. Others warn of the
danger of syncretism. Syncretism, however,
is a danger found among Christians every-
where as we express our faith within our
own cultures. We should avoid the tenden-
cy, when we see God at work in unexpect-
ed or unfamiliar ways, either (i) hastily to
classify it and promote it as a new mission
strategy, or (ii) hastily to condemn it with-
out sensitive contextual listening.

A 1In the spirit of Barnabas who, on arrival
in Antioch, ‘saw the evidence of the grace
of God’ and ‘was glad and encouraged them
all to remain true to the Lord,””> we would
appeal to all those who are concerned with
this issue to:

1. Take as their primary guiding principle
the apostolic decision and practice: ‘We
should not make it difficult for the Gen-
tiles who are turning to God.’”

2. Exercise humility, patience and gra-
ciousness in recognizing the diversity
of viewpoints, and conduct conversa-
tions without stridency and mutual con-
demnation.”

5 LOVE REACHES OUT TO
SCATTERED PEOPLES

People are on the move as never before. Mi-
gration is one of the great global realities
of our era. It is estimated that 200 million
people are living outside their countries
of origin, voluntarily or involuntarily. The
term ‘diaspora’ is used here to mean peo-
ple who have relocated from their lands of
birth for whatever reason. Vast numbers of
people from many religious backgrounds,
including Christians, live in diaspora con-
ditions: economic migrants seeking work;
internally-displaced peoples because of
war or natural disaster; refugees and asy-
lum seekers; victims of ethnic cleansing;
people fleeing religious violence and per-
secution; famine sufferers - whether caused
by drought, floods, or war; victims of rural
poverty moving to cities. We are convinced
that contemporary migrations are within the

sovereign missional purpose of God, with-
out ignoring the evil and suffering that can
be involved.”

A We encourage Church and mission lead-
ers to recognize and respond to the mission-
al opportunities presented by global migra-
tion and diaspora communities, in strategic
planning, and in focused training and re-
sourcing of those called to work among
them.

B We encourage Christians in host nations
which have immigrant communities of oth-
er religious backgrounds to bear counter-
cultural witness to the love of Christ in deed
and word, by obeying the extensive bibli-
cal commands to love the stranger, defend
the cause of the foreigner, visit the prisoner,
practise hospitality, build friendships, invite
into our homes, and provide help and ser-
vices.”s

C We encourage Christians who are them-
selves part of diaspora communities to dis-
cern the hand of God, even in circumstanc-
es they may not have chosen, and to seek
whatever opportunities God provides for
bearing witness to Christ in their host com-
munity and seeking its welfare.”” Where that
host country includes Christian churches,
we urge immigrant and indigenous church-
es together to listen and learn from one an-
other, and to initiate co-operative efforts to
reach all sections of their nation with the
gospel.

6 LOVE WORKS FOR RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM FOR ALL PEOPLE

Upholding human rights by defending re-
ligious freedom is not incompatible with
following the way of the cross when con-
fronted with persecution. There is no con-
tradiction between being willing personally
to suffer the abuse or loss of our own rights
for the sake of Christ, and being committed
to advocate and speak up for those who are
voiceless under the violation of their human
rights. We must also distinguish between
advocating the rights of people of other
faiths and endorsing the truth of their be-
liefs. We can defend the freedom of others
to believe and practise their religion without
accepting that religion as true.

A Let us strive for the goal of religious
freedom for all people. This requires ad-
vocacy before governments on behalf of
Christians and people of other faiths who
are persecuted.

B Let us conscientiously obey biblical

teaching to be good citizens, to seek the
welfare of the nation where we live, to hon-
our and pray for those in authority, to pay
taxes, to do good, and to seek to live peace-
ful and quiet lives. The Christian is called
to submit to the state, unless the state com-
mands what God forbids, or prohibits what
God commands. If the state thus forces us
to choose between loyalty to itself and our
higher loyalty to God, we must say No to
the state because we have said Yes to Jesus
Christ as Lord.™

In the midst of all our legitimate efforts for
religious freedom for all people, the deepest
longing of our hearts remains that all people
should come to know the Lord Jesus Christ,
freely put their faith in him and be saved,
and enter the kingdom of God.

NOTES (Part II)

67. The Manila Manifesto, Section 12
68. 1 Peter 3:15-16. Compare Acts 19:37
69. 2 Corinthians 12:9-10; 4:7-10
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71. 2 Corinthians 2:15

72. Acts 11:20-24

73. Acts 15:19

74. Romans 14:1-3

75. Genesis 50:20

76. Leviticus 19:33-34; Deuteronomy 24:17; Ruth 2;
Job 29:16; Matthew 25:35-36; Luke 10:25-37;
14:12-14; Romans 12:13; Hebrews 13:2-3;

1 Peter 4:9

77. Jeremiah 29:7

78. Jeremiah 29:7; 1 Peter 2:13-17; 1 Timothy 2:1-2;
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everal months ago, while sharing
S God’s Word in a home prayer meet-
ing in an estate off Karak, Pahang, [
met up with Ananthi. She was born in that
estate, grew up in the estate, and at a young

age had become a rubber-tapper like her
mother.

When she was 18, she had accepted Christ.
Her faith and her Christian values brought
much ridicule and opposition from her
family and the large community of non-be-
lievers among whom she lived and worked.
The daily persecution and torture made her
cry much before the Lord. Under immense
pressure, she finally decided to leave the
estate and move into a ‘Taman’ nearby. In
April 2014, she fasted and prayed seeking
God for a rented house in the Taman. One
day, while walking around the Taman look-
ing for a house for rental, she saw a nice
house that was up for sale. She stood out-
side the house and with no money but faith
in Jesus, called the telephone number dis-

Ananthi’s home and the pulpit she had made

played on the gate. The house-owner asked
to see her in 2 days’ time.

She asked God to help her get that house
and that she will use that house to reach out
to the large Indian population there. Though
it was a low-cost housing area, that house
with 3 bedrooms and a large kitchen, was
tastefully done and well-furnished. The
price was RM120,000. With much prayer
it was brought to RM110,000 and God
worked amazingly to get her a bank loan.

The house-owner wanted to hand over the
keys only in August but because Ananthi
had to give notice to her estate management
and leave the estate quarters where she was
staying, by May, she prayed to the Lord that
the house-owner will give the keys by 1st
June. The Lord answered and on 1% June

she got the keys and moved in.

When I visited her in her new home in Au-
gust this year, she held a prayer meeting and
invited many non-believers she had made
friends in that Taman. She had a special
pulpit made and as I stood there and shared
God’s Word and prayed for the many who
came to get a touch from the Lord, I saw
her faith and God’s faithfulness. Her home
is truly striking and shining bright. She con-
tinues to have prayer meetings in her home
every Thursday so that many will come to
hear the Gospel message of salvation.

The faith that was born in the estate is now
shining in the Taman ........... .

By Lila Chelliah

ut blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,
whose confidence is in him.

Jeremiah 17:7
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E S Sa y Pelita is beginning a new series of rediscovering some of our Methodist roots and history.

(EDITOR’S NOTE : This is the text of an ad-
dress made by Madame Chiang Kai-Shek,
China’s “first lady,” before a group of Ame-
rican and British missionaries in Hankow on
April 6, announcing the repeal of government
restrictions of Christian teaching in schools.)

am speaking to you this afternoon per-

sonally. I want to bring you a message

from the Generalissimo. You may take
1t to be a personal tribute to your courage,
your undaunted valour, and your self-
sacrificing spirit in helping our people in
this war.

You all know what has happened in Shang-
hai, in Nanking, in Hangchow, in Wuhu
and in other places in the fighting area. And
you know how missionaries have succored
the wounded, have helped our refugees,
and have faced the bayonets, cannons and
bombs, and the unbridled lust of the Japa-
nese troops on our soil, and how they have
stood their ground.

The Generalissimo and I feel that no words
which we could speak could sufficiently ex-
press our debt of gratitude to the missionary
body all over China who have been a help to
the distressed and the best of friends to the
hundreds of thousands of refugees.

You may remember a few years ago it was
the fashion to decry missionary efforts.
There was even a commission sent from
America to investigate mission work be-
cause there was a general feeling that mis-
sionary efforts had been a failure. There
were also people who asked where were
the successors of Livingstone, Morrison
and Young Allen, “Is the missionary spirit
dead?”.

If we are really impartial and look around
us at what has happened in the last nine
months, I would say their successors are
right here. Every one of the missionaries

By Madame Chiang Kai-Shek

possesses the same valour and the same un-
daunted spirit that the missionaries of old
had.

I would go a step further. When we picture
old Dr. Morrison in a sampan with his Chi-
nese teacher working under the heat of the
tropic sun on the translation of the Bible into
Chinese, while edicts had been issued by
the Emperor for his arrest, we think of that
as being very heroic. But when we think of
what the missionaries have done during the
last nine months, I would say that missiona-
ries have not been one with less heroic.

You have asked me to come to tell you how
you can co-operate to help us in this na-
tional crisis. My answer is, “Continue your
efforts in the same direction in which you
have been working.”

What do I mean by this? One day one of
the cabinet ministers in the Government, a
man who is a non-Christian, remarked that
he was studying the Bible. Someone asked
him, “Are you a Chrsitian?”.

“No,” he replied, “but I see that the people
in the country who are most self-sacrificing
are the Christians; therefore, there must be
something in Christianity.”

There was another high official who said
that the spirit to defend our soil, to defend
our fellow men, and to defend our women
is exactly the same spirit which actuated
Jesus Christ when he went to face the Cross
in the Garden of Gethsemane. There are
non-Christians, yet they feel that way.

When I was last week at the front with the
Generalissimo, I heard the story of a woman
missionary at her station thirty miles away,
alone in a village in a bandit-infested re-
gion. She was the only foreigner in the dis-
trict. Fifty miles from the place where I was
there was another woman carrying on alone

in her station. Another story told of two
women going up the Yellow River in a sam-
pan. When they arrived at a certain place,
they found the Chinese soldiers destroying
all the available boats so that the Japanese
could not cross the river. These mission-
aries willingly gave up their sampan to be
demolished, one of them remaining to work
with the people in that village. I could go on
giving one after another of such instances.

One could make a long list of what mission-
aries have done in the past along education-
al, medical, social and agricultural lines.
The best fruits we get in China are the Che-
foo apples and grapes—the result of mis-
sionary efforts. Shantung peanuts, which
run into millions of dollars worth of trade
in China, are also the result of missionary
effort. Cross-stitch and filet lace, Swatow
drawn work hair nets—who started all
these industries? Missionaries! They have
brought us both material and spiritual help!

It was the missionaries who foresaw the
need of Refugees Zones which have saved
hundreds of thousands of people, men,
women and children. Here in Hankow
you have started refugee camps, and your
International Red Cross Committee has
organized help for our wounded soldiers.
In Kaifeng they have well organized plans
for establishing a Refugee Zone whenever
the need arises. From all over China come
reports of work like this.

It may be said that Christians, because they
have not been faithful enough to the spirit
and teachings of Christ, are responsible for
the present war. But there is also this other
side of the question. Those of you who are
here now have done much for our people.
We do appreciate it.

But, noteworthy as your work has been, I
want to add one thing. The most effective
and worthwhile contribution you have
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made to my country is not so much in the
work itself as in the spirit in which you have
worked. Why do I say this? A few years ago
our own Chinese people were very much
against Christianity and the Government
promulgated a law whereby religion was
forbidden to be made a compulsory study in
any school. Many of you felt that policy to
be unfair, and contrary to the principles of
missionary effort. Many of our colleagues
wrote to me and asked to have the law res-
cinded. Even if I could have had it rescind-
ed, which I could not, I did not think it was
wise to make a move in that direction, be-
cause unless a rule has the general consent
of those ruled, that rule will only be obeyed
in the letter and not in the spirit.

I sympathized with your point of view. My
sister, Madame Kung, went one step fur-
ther, and I agreed with her. We said not only
should this law be amended, but all insti-
tutions of higher learning should have the
Bible put into their course of study, so that
our students could have a chance to find
out what Christianity means, and also what
other religions mean. There should be study
of comparative religions in our schools. We
can let Christianity stand on its own feet.
We feel that Christianity has something
to offer which no other religion has. Let it
speak for itself.

I am very glad to tell you that those who
criticized you and criticized Christianity in
years past are the ones who are articulate
now in their praise of Christianity. You have
won these men over by the work you have
done and by the spirit in which you have
done it. When the missionaries wrote to me,
I said that God works in mysterious and in-
scrutable ways, and let us pray that God’s
will may be made known to the Govern-
ment and that action may be taken in God’s
good time.

It gives me great pleasure to tell you that
because our people and the Government
have come to appreciate the results of your
efforts and the spirit that underlies your
work, the Generalissimo has now found it
possible to have the law amended so that
now the Bible can be taught in registered
mission schools. You have all had a leading
share in making this change in the law pos-
sible, because you have shown what true,
practical Christianity means in its widest
sense.

The Malaysia Message
Vol. 48 No. 7
July 1938

RECRUITMENT NOTICE

Council of Education Methodist Church in Malaysia

FINANCE EXECUTIVE

Function of Work: Supervise the daily financial operations of
Council of Education and Methodist Education Foundation, able to
keep full sets of account, prepare management report and budget
and some administrative work.

Level of Work: Assist the Finance Manager / Finance Director in
the operations of the Finance Department.

Criteria:

Person should be below 45 years old

Possess a Degree / Diploma in Finance / Accountancy or equivalent
Should be computer literate — conversant with Microsoft Office suite
Be a committed Christian

Salary will commensurate with experience.

ADMIN. ASSISTANT

Function of Work: General office administrative duties and also
specific duties in maintenance & correspondence with schools on
properties, insurance and statistics information.

Level of Work: Assisting the Finance Manager and Administrative
Supervisor in the COE’s office operations.

Criteria:

Person should be below 45 years old

Possess a Diploma in Accounting/Commerce/Business or equivalent
Should be computer literate — conversant with Microsoft Office suite
Be a committed Christian

Salary will commensurate with experience.

E-mail to: contact.us@MethodistEducation.edu.my
Or Post / Fax your resume to:

The Executive Director

Methodist Education Centre

67 Jalan 5/31, 46000 Petaling Jaya

Selangor

Fax: 03-7958 3346

Tel.: 03-7956 5310
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TEACHING CHILDREN
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Central to Wesley Methodist School’s
mission is a formula for educating the
“whole person” by providing holistic
education to prepare students for the
real world and contribute to society
and nation building.

The unique characteristics and ethos
of the mission school is about human
and spiritual development of the child.

The Wesley brand is one that is
transformational in nature; it focuses
on drawing out and developing the
passion and talents of each student.

All learners regardless of economic
and social background, are given the
opportunity to be part of the Wesley
legacy of becoming an all — rounder.

At Wesley we are committed to
academic excellence rooted in
Christian values and tradition.

Missions schools in Malaysia has been
educating generations of Malaysians
since the 1800s providing a prolific alumni.

¥
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT US...

e kl@wms.edu.my ¢ melaka@wms.edu.my
® ipoh@wms.edu.my ¢ klang@wms.edu.my
e ipohprimary@wms.edu.my e seremban@wms.edu.my

METHODIST COUNCIL OF EDUCATION | www.wesleyschool.edu.my
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METHODIST COLLEGE KUALA LUMPUR

’

First 5 years the most formative, says
experts, educationists

Studies have shown that the foundations of all
areas of development are laid down in the first five
years of a child’s life. As such, kindergarten teachers
and nursery childcare providers play a very
important role in the development of young
children.

The Diploma in Early Childhood Education programme offered by
Methodist College Kuala Lumpur trains you to become a professional early
childhood educator. As one of the longest established early childhood
Pprogrammes in the country, the curriculum developed by MCKL provides a
good balance of theoretical knowledge and practical hands-on training,
covering areas such as:

NEXT INTAKE :

* Child Development

* Creativity through Music, Drama, Art and Craft

* Teaching Mathematics and Science to Young Children
Language and Literacy

Health, Safety and Nutrition

Infant and Toddler Care

Teaching Social Studies to Young Children

Students will acquire new skills while having fun learning them. The
programme is open to all who have a genuine interest in caring for young
children and have the minimum entry requirements.

Upon completing the Diploma programme, students may opt to pursue an
undergraduate degree locally and overseas, including with any of MCKL's
partner universities,
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